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Assurance 
of Good 


Confectionery 


Were the five hundred varieties of Necco Sweets to possess only ordinary quality, 
the Necco Seal never would have been adopted to distinguish them from other kinds. 


This seal on a box of confectionery assures you of the best, and is an infallible 
guide to confectionery upon which you can absolutely rely. 


Frade Marks are one of the favorite varieties of Necco Sweets. Just try a box; 
S REG.U.S PAT OF Fa they will indicate to you the excellence of the other kinds, ranging 
from choice bon-bons to plain hard candies. 
You will also find a treat in Peerless Wafers and Necco Tablets. 
Give them a trial. 





All dealers who sell high-grade goods have Necco Sweets. 
If yours does not, send us 25 cents for an attractive package 
of Lenox Chocolates; or, better still, order a special $1.00 
package in a handsome art box. Either package sent postpaid. 


NEW ENGLAND CONFECTIONERY COMPANY, 


Summer and Melcher Sts., Boston, Mass. 





















































TWENTY-FOUR MILLION DOLLARS — 


Ordinary Life Insurance Issued in 


THE FIRST TWELVE WEEKS 


Shows the Splendid Welcome the Public has given 


THE NEW LOW COST POLICY ¢ 


The Prudential 


SOME REASONS STATED FOR SELECTING THIS POLICY : 


‘*1 Believe it is the Best Life Insurance Issued.”’ 

‘* You Prudentiai People Have Bested Everything in Life Insurance.”’ 

‘« The Prudential’s New Policy Gives Me More for My Money.’’ 

‘* New Prudential Policy Beats any Policy | Have Examined.”’ 

** Rates Much Lower than Charged by Other Companies.’’ 

‘« Guarantees are Better than Estimates. I Recommend The Prudential.’’ 
‘*Gives the Public What They Really Demand.’’ 

‘* Keeping the Dividends in My Pocket Looks Good to Me.’’ 

‘1 Buy The Prudential Policy Because Everything is Guaranteed.’’ 

‘‘ The Rates Alone, Backed by the Name ‘ Prudential,’ Catch the Public Favor.’’ 

















Send in your age, nearest birthday, and we will give vou full par- 
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| GIBRALTAR ff ticulars. The Low Rates will surprise you. Address Dept. 126. 


THE PRUDENTIAL INSURANCE CO. 











JOHN F. DRYDEN, President. 








OF AMERICA. 


Incorporated as a Stock Company by the State of New Jersey. 


Home Office: NEWARK, N. J. 














DO YOU WANT TO MAKE MONEY 2 Scns orortunitics in setting this Poputar New Ordinary 





Policy. Write direct tous to-day. Address Department 126. 












Novel Christmas Gifts and Souvenirs 


An Exquisite Celluloid Top Blotter 
New and original design Deautifully litho- 
graphed in coiors 
Size, 74% inches long by 34g inches wide 

Vhere are three pieces of blotting paper in 
red, white and blue colors, attached to each 
top by a celluloid (Santa Claus) button which 
is removable When the blotters are soiled 
they can be easily replaced with new ones 
With ordinary care the blotter top will last in- 
definitely, making the article a beautiful and 
lasting souvenir *rice, 15 cents each, 2 for 

cents, or 81.25 a doze h, postpaid 
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eR ea ee NEW SERIES HAND PAINTED WALL 
NEW CHRISTMAS DESIGN , MOTTO CARDS 


Heart Shaped Celluloid Bookmark lext by oy and weil-known authors. 


series » SIx designs, size 64%X8Y. Price, 
With a beautiful reproduction of holly and berries, and with © cents each, Or 32.25 a dozen (assorted), 
a Santa Claus head in colors on the reverse side. Hach book- | postpaid.Series b,twelve designs,size 54X74 


mark has a double silk cord and tassel. Price, 4 cents each, | Price, 15 cents each, 2 for 25 cents, or $1.25 4 
40 cents a dozen, or $3.00 a hundred, postpaid dozen (assorted) postpaid. 








Series A. Size 64%X8¥Y inches. 





Our 1908 Sunday -=school and church sup- 
ply catalogue sent free on application. 
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“ur CAristnia SOUTVENRIP 

with tlinstrated price list for examina- 
tion, before plactn , 
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Santa Claus Bangle New Celluloid 





In Celluloid Christmas Button “< Y¥« soph Michi og 
In Colors In Colors St. Louis, sos N. Seventh St 
Price, 15 cents a dozen, or Price, 20 cents a dozen, or Berkeley, Cal., 2436 Telegraph Ave. 








$1 oo a hundred, postpaid $1.50 a hundred, postpaid Nashville, Tenn., r50 Fourth Ave. N 
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se SELECT NOTES & 
For 34.Consecutive Years 


Select Notes edited by F. N. Peloubet, D.D., and Amos R, Wells, M.A., 
have furnished inspiration, instruction, and information found in no 
other publication. Each year it keeps in touch with all that is new 
and helpful in religious literature and thought, presenting it in a concise 
and practical form to its students. 

A new feature of this vear’s volume is the use of a large number 
of suggestive questions with answers, interwoven into the explanatory 
material, just as they would naturaily be used in the teaching of the 
lessons; this will be most helpful to teachers in bringing out new 
thoughts for discussion in the class. 


Price in cloth, postpaid, $1.25 
Peloubet’s set” Quarterlies 


“ For over a quarter of a century these quarterlies have been con- 
ceded to be unexcelled, and have won the first place for themselves 
among Sunday-schoo!l periodicals. 

" Our corps of editors, comprising REV. F. N. PELOUBET, D.D., 
REV. A. F. SCHAUFFLER. D.D., MRS. M. G. KENNEDY, and MRS. 
ANNA L. BURNS, stands at the head of Sunday-school writers, and 
their names guarantee their worth. 


Teacher’s Quarterlies 
{ The greatest assistants to teachers who are anxious to present 
the lessons in the most helpful and concise form. 
Home Department Quarterly 


Is particularly arranged and adapted to interest and benefit those outside 
of the immediate Sunday-school. !t contains a full page of illustrative 
explanation upon the lesson, in addition to the regular matter. 


W. A. WILDE COMPANY, Boston and Chicago 
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A Prayer 
By B. A. L. Gregor 


HEN with rebellious thoughts my mind is teem- 
ing, ° 
That life will net conform to my control, 
Let not the outward calm be only seeming, 
But deep within the soul. 


When untried powers and unknown passions thronging 
With thoughts and feelings strange my spirit fill, 
And I am tempted with a mighty longing, 
With Thee be safety still. 


Be thou my strength, for I have none beside thee, 
Without thy aid I am bereft indeed ; 

But with thy power to hold, thy hand to guide me, 
I have no cther need, 


I will not let thee go except thou bless me, 
My weakuess make a stepping-stone to thee, 
And with the power of quietness possess me, 
The strength of purity. 


Thou who hast power to stem the tide of passion, 
And peace of conquest give from inward strife, 
Give me thy joy, and out of suffering fashion 
A more abundant life. 


Montcrair, Coo. 
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Wall Street on Wealth 


Those who are closest to peril are not always 
keenly conscious of its existence. Peculiarly true is 
this of the peril of riches : they look less dangerous 
and more to be desired the closer we come to them, 
as arule. Such a warning as the following, therefore, 
which appeared some time ago in The Wall Street 
Journal of New York, claiming to be the oldest news 





agency in Wall Street, has striking significance : 


««Great wealth never made a nation substantial or 
honorable. There is nothing on earth that looks good 
that is so dangerous for a man or a nation to handle 
as quick, easy, big money, If you do resist its deadly 
influence the chances are that it will get your son. It 
takes greater and finer heroism to dare to be poor in 
America than to charge an earthworks in Manchuria."’ 
Probably there is no other one spot in the world where 
the evidence of the deadliness of the money-passion 
is so evident and multiplied as in Wall Street ; and 
probably there is no other one spot where men are so 
blind to its deadliness. But the whole world needs 
the warning, for there seems to be no other danger 
plainly condemned by Christ so eagerly and persist- 
ently courted and even justified by Christ’s own fol- 
lowers as this peril of wealth. It is the one thing that 
each man thinks 4e can safely risk. Yet the desire 
for or dependence upon money stultifies Christian 
character and chokes spiritual power more than any 
other enemy of mankind. 


KK 
The Exercise of Thanksgiving 


It is good to be thankful. It is the most invigor- 
ating sort of tonic one can take, —to think about some 
ause for gratitude until one fairly glows with the 
realization of how good this life is. You have more 
to be thankful for to-day than you ever had before. 
If you do not appreciate this, that is not God’s fault. 
Perhaps you will catch a new vision of what thanks- 
giving may mean in your own life by reading the an- 
swers to the question ‘‘ What I Am Thankful For’’ 


that are given by thirty-one of the most prominent men 
and women in North America, on the third and fourth 
pages of this week's Times. The message of those 
two pages is just a great big heart-throb of grateful 
joy. The answers are tremendous in their sweep and 
vision, simple and direct in their trust in God. There 
are sentences among them that will be clipped out for 
Bibles and scrap-books, because of the new light they 
shed or the response they call forth from already grate- 
ful hearts, Let us make this Thanksgiving Day the 
start of a new year of deliberate, continued thanks- 
giving for definite causes,—and then next year's 
Thanksgiving will eclipse this. 


KK 
The Secret of Strength 


Strength means power that is payable on demand. 
Therefore strength calls for accumulated, carefully 
guarded power ; accessible, plenteous, and responsive 
to our slightest call. It means that Z not my powers, 
must be in control. A self that I can control, not a 
self that controls me, is an absolute essential to 
strength. And the converse is true, as an essayist 
has well put it, that ‘* constant self-indulgence of any 
kind is incompatible with strength.’’ Would it not 
be well to think of this the next time that familiar 
habit makes its demand upon us? It matters not 
what the habit is, nor how seemingly trifling or harm- 
less, —coffee, tea, tobacco, light reading,—if it is a 
habitual concession to self, then it is sapping our 
strength. The only remedy is merciless, instant death 
to the habit. 


Is your Sunday-school going to make its Christmas exercises this year a time for the children to get 
(and we all know what selfishness, and heart-burnings, and scrambling for goodies that often means), 
or a time for the children to grve ? Which seems more in keeping with the Birthday of One who was 
God’s greatest gift to men, and who himself said ‘‘ It is more blessed to give than toreceive’’? There 
are some interesting answers to this question on pages s92 and 593 of this issue of the Times, 
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Learning Thankfulness for Hard Things 


HE business of life is learning. On the tomb of 
an English historian is the inscription, ‘‘ He 
died learning.’’ All life is a school, books are 

ever being put into our hands, and lessons are set for 
us continually. 

Paul tells us of one of his lessons learned in the 
school of experience. ‘‘I have learned,’’ he said, 
‘in whatsoever state I am, therein to be content.’’ 
We are glad to know that Paul had to learn to be con- 
tented. He did not always know the secret. He was 
well on in years, too, when he said this. It took him 
a good while to learn the lesson. 

Contentment was only one of the lessons that Paul 
had learned in this school. We enter the lowest 
grade when we begin to be Christians. We are babes 
in Christ. We have many things to learn. Each 
new experience is a new lesson set for us by our great 
Teacher ‘There will come to you to-morrow a sharp 
temptation. Satan’s purpose in tempting you is to 
entice you to sin, but that is not God’s desire. He 
means the temptation for discipline, and to train you 
for better life. Temptation met and overcome makes 
our lives mean more to others. One who by God’s 
grace has kept himself unspotted from the world be- 
comes thus a comfort and a strength to many others. 
One writes of such a victor : 


‘* Sometimes the world seems black with shade and dole— 
The grimy haunt of sin-smirched, evil men. 
Then shines the unstained whiteness of your soul, 
And all the earth is clean and fair again.’’ 


It is a great thing to learn the lesson set for us in 
temptation,—to be victorious and thus to become a 


strength and an inspiration to others, It ought to give 
anew meaning to temptation to think of it as a lesson 
set for us, which we are to learn. 

Sorrow is another lesson in Christ's school. It is 
not an accident breaking into our life without mean- 
ing or purpose. God could prevent its coming if he 
desired. He has all power, and nothing can touch 
the life of any of his children unless he wills it so. 
Since we know that God loves us and yet permits us 
to suffer, we may be quite sure that there is a blessing, 
something good, in whatever it is that brings us pain 
or grief. We have this in the Master's beatitude, — 
‘«Blessed are they that mourn: for they shall be 
comforted.’’ The child of a patriotic soldier had 
been listening to his father as he told of a great battle 
in which he had been engaged. As the soldier spoke 
of the terrific struggle, the boy said, ‘‘I would have 
run.’’ The father replied, ‘‘Ah, there are some 
things, my son, dearer than life.’ We shrink from 
pain. We would run away from grief. We would 
refuse to open to dark-robed mourning. But there 
are things worth suffering for. We learn lessons in 
pain which repay a thousand times the cost of our 
tears. 

Suffering is hard, grief is bitter. To some people 
it seems almost cruel in Jesus Christ, like mockery, 
to say, ‘‘ Blessed are they that mourn.’’ Hew could 
he say it, they ask, if his heart is tender and loving, 
as we claim it is? How can God permit such suffer- 
ing as we see everywhere, if he is a God of love, as he 
says he is? ‘*It seems to me,’’ said one, ‘‘that if 
God is the compassionate being the Bible says he is, 
his heart would break as he looks down upon the 
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world and beholds the pain and anguish, the injustice 
and wrong, which are everywhere.’’ The answer is, 
‘‘ His heart did break.’’ That is the meaning of the 
cross. From God's own sorrow comes blessing for 
the world, comfort for all sorrow. Grief is a lesson ; 
if we learn it our life is enriched, enlarged, lifted up. 

All the Christian graces have to be learned in 
Christ's school. Paul had learned contentment. 
But he never -would -have learned it if he had had 
only bounty and ease all the while. Contentment 
comes from learning to do without things we once 
supposed to be essential to our comfort. We get 
other things into our hearts—love, joy, peace, —until 
we forget the wants that meant so much to us at the 
first. Paul had learned contentment through finding 
such fulness of blessing in Christ that he did not feel 
any more the need of the secondary things. Perhaps 
we would succeed better in learning the same grace if 
we had fewer of life’s comforts. The continuity of 
blessings that flow like a river into our lives gives us 
no opportunity to learn contentment. We think we 
are very happy and very grateful for our favors ; but 
how would we behave if instead of the unbroken sup- 
ply of pleasant things we were to suffer want for a few 
days ; if for our splendid health we fell sick for a 
time ; if for the happy circle of love, and the sweet- 
ness of human joy, sorrow came, and we were bereft 


and lonely? Perhaps it is well that we have some: 


dark days, that we may learn to appreciate the blue 
sky. There are beautiful things in the darkness 
which we never would see if there were no break in 
the sunshine. We should never see the stars if there 
were no night. When sufferings come, disagreeable 
things, —hunger, instead of plenty ; rough ways, in- 
stead of flower-strewn paths, —God is teaching us the 
lesson of contentment so that we can say at length we 
have learned it. 

Patience is another lesson set for us in Christ's 
school. Many of us are impatient with others. We 
are impatient with their slowness in learning. Sore 
wrong is often done by impatience in reproving. We 
should remember that it was an outbreak of impa- 
tience that kept Moses out of the promised land. We 
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do not know how often impatience keeps us from 
fulness of blessing. 

Ruskin, in a letter to girls, has this good advice : 
‘* Keep absolutely calm of temper under all circum- 
stances, receiving the thing that is provoking or disa- 
greeable to you as coming directly from Christ’ s hand, 
and the more it is like to provoke you, thank him for 
it the more, as a young soldier would thank his gen- 
eral for trusting him with a hard place to hold on the 
rampart.’’ Always when we are disposed to become 
vexed, to fly into a passion, to speak rashly or bit- 
terly, a lesson has been set for us—we are to learn to 
keep sweet, to endure patiently. The fact that we 
are inclined to become impatient shows that we have 
not yet fully learned our lesson, and therefore it is set 
for us again. 

Our Master also is setting us a lesson when we are 
sick. The doctor sends you to your room, and bids 
you to be quiet for a season. This means a good 
deal more than merely being sick. Your sickness 
has some mission for you. If your minister or your 
friends pray for you, there are two requests they 
should make. One is, that you may recover in God's 
good time. But a still more important prayer is that 
the mission of the sickness may not fail ; that you 
may come from your sick-room in due time with a 
new blessing in your life. It would be-a sad thing if 
you should get over your fever and miss the lesson 
which the fever was sent to teach you, or the good it 
came to work in you. 

It gives life a new sacredness to think of it thus as 
a school, the school of Christ. The Master is always 
saying to us, ‘*Come, and learn of me.’’ Are we 
learning? An old artist had for his motto, ‘‘ No day 
without a line."". Are we learning something new in 
Christ's school each day? Are we adding a line of 
beauty every day to our character? 


** Some day the bell will sound, 
Some day my heart will bound, 
As with a shout 
That school is out, 
And lessons done, 
I homeward run.”’ 





The Righteousness of Life Insurance 

It is easy to get perplexed over the question 
whether life insurance is an un-Christian doubting of 
God's promise to provide, if we make the mistake of 
thinking that the Bible sets down rules for our living, 
and miss the fact that it gives us only principles. The 
life-insurance question was recently considered here, 
but it is given place again because of its wide-spread 
interest and great importance in practical Christianity. 
An Ontario reader wrote, a few weeks ago : 


In the columns of your paper, under Notes on Open Let- 
ters, | read with deep interest a few paragraphs on, ‘Is it 
Wrong to Provide for Ourselves?*’ 1 would say that we, as 
servants of God, should provide for ourselves, but that too 
often too many of us submit to improper methods of such 
provisions. 

I have lately been visited twice or thrice by an enterprising 
life insurance agent, and I have succeeded in holding him 
aloof by reasoning somewhat similar to the discussion recorded 
in your column of September 21, where the following question 
was raised: ‘‘ Would not the money expended in insurance 
premiums be better invested in safeguarding us if given to 
God for the extension of his kingdom ?"’ Conscientiously, | 
think there is not ground for comparison if we are daily con- 
scious of God's omnipresence and omniscience, and believe 
that nothing happens by chance. Then why do some of us 
poor mortals try to protect ourselves or our loved ones by in- 
surance? Can we not be natural and subservient to our 
Maker? We know what we are going to derive from insur- 
ance, merely what we have invested plus a paltry interest if 
we outlive a twenty-year-life policy. Is that what God pur- 
poses us to do with our talents or savings? Does not that 
compare only too closely with the servant who was able to 
show to his Lord merely what his Lord had given him? On 
the other hand, should one die after only paying a premium or 
two, as a result of his death he leaves behind him two thou- 
sand dollars. Has he truly earned it? Is it a benefit or a 
curse to the ones to whom it is willed? It inay be either. 
Perhaps if God saw that more good would be derived from 
the insurance than from the man, then truly ‘ the wages of sin 
is death,"’ and the eternal purpose in God's plan remains un- 
changed. 


To this reader the Editor simply suggested, by 
personal correspondence, some of the thoughts that 
have already been given here in this connection. It 
is just as much a man’s duty to provide to-day for a 
need of to-morrow, if he can do so, as to provide to- 
day for to-day's needs. God nowhere promises to 
provide men with what they can get for themselves. 
He never pauperizes us that way. We apply this 
principle of future provision when we buy enough food 





on Saturday to last over Sunday ; it is not easy to 
point out any difference in principle between doing 
this and carrying life insurance. For life insurance, 
as conducted to-day, is not in any sense a lottery or a 
gamble ; it consists of a common fund, contributed to 
by many for the protection of many, as needed, and 
based upon a rate of premium which is fair to all 
because of the carefully collected and observed statis- 
tics of the death-rate. 

That there is positive gain in getting a new view of 
some aspects of truth is shown by the hearty response 
which came from the Ontario reader after these points 
had been suggested to him. He now writes : 

Your favor of the rqth inst. to hand, and I am gratified to 


read its contents. I think in the future I shall not hold such 
a narrow opinion concerning insurance. 


x 
The Pew’s Demand of the Pulpit 


What do men and women need most, from those 
who ought, as Christian fellow-workers, to minister to 
their needs? This is pre-eminently a question for 
preachers and pastors to consider, but no less so for 
Christian people generally. Therefore place is given 
here to a request that recently came to the Editor 
from one who is widely known for his good works, 
and who, having been asked to address theological 
students on the subject ‘‘ The Kind of Sermon Which 
the Pew Prefers to Hear from the Pulpit,’’ asked a 
large number of laymen to indicate their preference 
in the following half-dozen classes of sermons : 

- Doctrinal. 

. Expository. 

. Critical. 

. Current Topics. 

. Guidance in Christian life. 

. Evangelistic—the call to the unconverted. 
‘*Guidance in Christian Life’’ received fifty per 

cent more votes than any other class in the list. It 

could not be otherwise. For every human being in 

the pew before the minister has some problem or 

burden of his personal life that interests him: far 

more than doctrine, or exposition, or criticism, or 

current topics. To help in bearing and solving 

these daily life-problems is the pastor- preacher's 
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greatest work. Exposition of Bible truth must enter 


into this ; the evangelistic call to those who have not _ 


yet fitted their lives into the ease-bringing yoke of 
Christ is one of the most direct forms of offering such 
help. But no minister will fail to hold the attention 
of the men and women in the pew if he makes his 
every pulpit-message a vehicle of such help to every- 
day living as he, im Ais own /ife, has tested and found 
worth while, That was why the church of such a man 
as Maltbie D. Babcock was filled with eager listeners. 
He never was a pulpit-orator ; he spoke with such 
conversational simplicity and colloquial directness 
that some even criticized him for this ; but his was 
always the eloquence of a man who could give a ‘‘ one 
thing I know”’ to souls that were hungry for that 
knowledge. The divinity school is only the preacher's 
vestibule to the school of life ; if he will take his les- 
sons from that larger school and find all his messages 
there, men will hear him. 


x 


Sin’s Permanent Impairment 

In aworld that is so filled with, evidence of God's 
power and willingness to use mightily in his service 
those who have been bond-servants of the Devil, if only 
they will turn to God, it is not surprising that the 
Devil himself should insinuate the lying suggestion 
that perhaps a man can work better for God by very 
reason of having served an apprenticeship in Sin. 
He knows then by experience what he has been saved 
from, and how mighty is God's power, and is the 
better equipped for this experience,—so the Devil 
hints. The dangers of this terrible falsehood have 
been commented upon. more than once in these col- 
umns ; and now the Editor gladly publishes a signifi- 
cant letter that has been drawn out by the most recent 
of these comments,—‘‘ Does Sin Equip Us for Serv- 
ice?’’ in ‘* Notes on Open Letters’’ of October 5, 
1907. A prominent Christian worker in Chicago 
writes : 


Like many readers of The Sunday School Times, I was 
born in a Christian home, trained to go to Sunday-school 
regularly, and taught about God who loved all men, and 
about Jesus who died for them. I cannot remember a time 
when I did not love the Lord Jesus, when I was not conscious 
of being unfit to appear in God's holy presence, and when I 
did not long to be better, even though at the same time I was 
permitting wrong things in my life. As I made no profession 
.of being a Christian, and as my outward life was clearly more 
moral than some who did, I congratulated myself on not be- 
ing a Pharisee and a hypocrite. This went on from boyhoud 
to young manhood. ‘Then a faithful Sunday-school teacher 
cornered me one evening, and held me fast until I surrendered 
myself to the Lord Jesus, and publicly professed my accept- 
ance of him. This was the dividing line, the river was crossed, 
the bridges burned. There was no remarkable experience 
about it, and yet I knew I was pardoned for Christ's sake and 
had received eternal life. 

Going into the work of the Young Men's Christian Associa- 
tion in New York, I soon came into contact with dear old Sam 
Hadley and others like him whom God saved from such sinful 
lives. And often I thought that if I had had such an experi- 
ence as theirs I could do more for the Master. But by and 
by other men came to me after listening to such testimonies, 
doubting whether they were really saved or not, because no 
similar experience had been theirs. Zhen I was glad that I 
could sympathize with them, and show how it was faith in 
Christ's finished work and an honest surrender to him that 
saves, apart from any remarkable experience. 

But thé old thought would crop up once in a while, until 
one day it was expressed to a mission worker in Chicago 
whose story was something like Mr. Hadley's. I was startled 
when, with tears in his eyes, he said: ‘‘Oh, my brother, do 
not ever regret zo¢ having been down in sin ! God only knows 
how that old sinful life comes up to hinder a man in his Chris- 
tian work. I never tell my story except when I feel I must, to 
help some other man, because the very telling of it is hard. I 
would gladly allow my right hand to be cut off to-day could 
the memory of the past be blotted out. Do not ever say again 
you could do more for Christ had you had an experience like 
mine.’” And I never have said it, nor wished it since, for I 
realized that sin handicaps a man even in Christian work. 


The closer any man comes to Christ, the more 
bitter and loathsome grows the memory of any and 
every past sin. The very memory is a handicap. 
Christ will help us to forget the past and rise above 
it ; but Christ never used any man because of his past 
failures, only and always in spite of them. He would 
have us think of this in to-day’s fight, when we are 
making memories for to-morrow. 


i 


From a Veteran Pastor’s Prayers 


UR father and our God: we long for more of thy seren- 
ity, amid the toils and confusions of life. We would 
have busy hands, with a quiet heart... . Keep us from 

being too busy ; from doing things of no use, things that keep 
us from having leisure to be kind. Cure us, we;pray, of our 
fever of restless activity for mere activity’s sake. Graciously 
temper our eager energies to the spirit of quiet trust, and the 
spirit of love and kindness. . . . Grant us that holy joy of im- 
mediate fellowship with thee that will make us large-minded, 
steady as well as strong, having repose while we work ; and 
discipline us to this majestic life until our furious haste and 
fevered anxiety shall drop from us as tattered garments, ... O 
for more of thee | 
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What I Am Thankful For 
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Personal oressages from men and women whose eyes are opened to the joy of the 
believe that this world is just as truly God’s as Heaven itself 


present life, and who 


From George Hodges, D.D., D.C.L., Dean of the Epits- 
copal Theological School, Cambridge, Mass. 


I have a hundred reasons for private gratitude ; indeed, 
they pass all computation, But as a clergyman of the 
Episcopal Church, the leading note in my thanksgiving is 
touched by the action of the General Convention in opening 
our pulpits to our Christian brethren, Our pulpits have 
never been so tight shut as some have thought. But they 
had inconvenient doors which have creaked a good deal in 
the opening. Even now, the doors are not off, but they 
are open, That means a new courtesy and a new fraternity. 
And I am thankful for it. 


From Robert E. Speer, Secretary of the Prisbyterian 
Board of Foreign Missions. 


For a clear discernment of right principle, for a more 
courageous performance of public duty, for deepened mis- 
sionary interest in the work of the church in home and 
foreign fields, for a larger proportion of the population of 
our land than ever before in the communicant memberskip 
of the evangelical churches, for more pity for the suffering 
and a wiser care of the criminal, and a more tender educa- 
tion of children :—for these and a hundred other blessings 
we may thank God this Thanksgiving Day. 


From Jacob Gould Schurman, LL.Q., President of 
Cornell University. 


Some of the blessings for which I am most devoutly 
thankful I guard in tender and sacred silence, But I am 
also deeply thankful for health, a sufficiency of bread, 
education, and the opportunity of rendering service to my 
fellow-men ; for the wonder and beauty of the world in 
which we dwell; and for the vast possibilities of human 
nature here and hereafter. I am thankful for our Republic, 
on which the hope of democracy is staked ; and I rejoice 
in the growing sensitiveness of the conscience of our people 
to the demands of civic obligations and to the calls for 
disinterested public service, I trust that along with this 
improvement in our public life, and with equally obvious 
advances in education, there may also go increasing loyalty 
and devotion to the domestic charities and to the personal 
virtues of thrift, courage, temperance, honesty, truthfulness, 
and kindness, for these are the foundations of character, 
and the potency and promise of the noblest individual and 
national life. 


From Bishop John H. Vincent, D. D., LL.D. 


I am grateful that God has not allowed me to havé my 
own way. Inso many particulars in my long life he has 
ordered directly contrary to my preference. The things I 
have coveted he has so often refused; and fe things I 
have least desired he has ordained. I am thankful for the 
self-revelations which have come through his gracious 
providence ; for the very necessity which has driven me 
nearer and nearer to God, and transferred to so great an 
extent the center of my thought from myself to him and to 
the work he has appointed men to carry on inthe world. I 
am thankful for the revelation of God’s providential care, 
and for the light which personal experience has shed on 
the statement, ‘* Not a sparrow falleth to the ground with- 
out your Father.’’ 


From Anthony Comstock. 


I am profoundly thankful for the assurances of God’s 
love as revealed in Jesus Christ, for the gift of his only 
Son who died to redeem the world, and for the inde- 
scribable and inconceivable treasures laid up in heaven for 
all who love him. I am grateful that I have been assigned 
by him to a specific post of duty, and that for more than 
thirty-five years his banner of love has been over me, while 
he has protected me from death, given victories over all 
my enemies, and crowned with a goodly success my efforts 
to defend the beloved youth of this nation from the moral 
cancer-planters of our day. Oh, the joy of service for God 
and the children! As I look back over these long weary 
years, with one of old, I call upon my soul and all that is 
within me to praise and bless the name of the Lord our 
God. Earthly wealth and honors are but vanity as com- 
pared with the satisfaction that comes to the soul from do- 
ing the will of our Father in heaven. Depressing en- 
vironments cannot overwhelm the soul that is stayed in 
God. Blessed be his name! 


From William Milligan Sloane, LL.D., Professor of 
History in Columbia University. 


Until within the life of the present generation America 
seemed a Utopia to the oppressed classes of Western 
Europe, and they flocked to this continent in a great migra- 
tion. The institutions they founded were a beacon-light 
to the older world. The spread of enlightenment, the 
movement of reform, and the subsequent establishment of 
democratic governments in their own countries, combined 
to make home. conditions more tolerable, and reduce immi- 
gration from that part of the world. A long journey, just 
completed, through the Balkan states and southeastern 
Europe has familiarized me with the newly-awakened as- 


pirations of the population in those districts. Theyin turn 
are flocking hither, to find liberty and the open door for 
their energies; we are now their Utopia. All life is the 
interchange of relations. As these Mayyars and Slavs 
absorb American ideas, they return to their homes, the 
slow process of penetration goes steadily on; before the 
resulting transmutation the bulwarks of ecclesiastical privi- 
lege and political tyranny steadily crumble, and the far-off 
lands of Christendom are beginning the known and tried 
processes of self-redemption. For the share which America 
has had in this marvelous work I am profoundly grateful at 
this Thanksgiving season. For the Christian schools sup- 
orted by American funds, the training under American 
institutions of returned emigrants, the stream of wealth re- 
mitted to their relatives by emigrants who remain, the 
strength and wisdom of American diplomacy, —for all these 
influences and for their resultant uplifting force I feel a 
special and peculiar gratitude in this year of grace, 1907. 


From Herrick Johnson, D.D., LL.D. 


I am thankful that the Galilean is still conquering ; for 
the increasing signs of human brotherhood ; for the splen- 
did triumphs of Christian diplomacy ; for the noble succes- 
sions of Presidents since Lincoln ; that our last President is 
like our first in this :—‘‘ first in war, first in peace; first in 
the hearts of his countrymen ;’’ that China is turning over, 
and saying to the Christian nations, ‘‘We would see 
Jesus ;”’ to find the sunset slope of life so beautiful ; that 
it is so often God’s way to make a great sorrow the fore- 
runner of a great joy. 


From Joel Chandler Harris. 

When a man passes a little beyond middle life, he is 
able to look at things with eyes that are somewhat different 
from those he employed in his youth,—at least this is so in 
my own case. He is able to be thankful even for the 
small troubles and vexations that are sure to beset him ; 
they give him something to think about; they give to his 
mind a broader and a finer perspective in its daily view of 
things. And this is true of the real griefs and the deeper 
sorrows that overtake us now and again. If we are wise, 
we are thankful for the results that follow in their train. 
For myself, if I have no great prosperity of my own,—a 
thing I never wished for,—I am thankful for the prosperity 
of my neighbors, and for the prosperity of the country at 
large. I am thankful that we have a President who is 
familiar with duty, and who seeks impartially to govern the 
whole people ; that the public conscience has awakened 
from its deep sleep; that sectional feeling has been dissi- 
pated, and that the people of all portions of the country 
are trying to know one another more familiarly ; that all 
my thoughts are cheerful, and that all my dreams are 
peaceful; that benevolence is tending to more practical 
results, and that charity is more widespread. In short, for 
almost everything that happens, for I, know that the re- 
mote result will be the uplifting of the spirits of men. I 
am somewhat old-fashioned, and I am thankful even for 
that, unimportant as it is. 


From Theodore L. Cuyler, D.D., LL.D. 


My Thanksgiving days number three hundred and sixty- 
five every year, and the 1031 Psalm is a sweet soul-song for 
every one of them. I thank our Heavenly Father for a 
long life, for a loving wife, and for the privilege—at four- 
score and five—-of preaching the glorious gospel every week 
through tue press in this and in other lands. This is the 
jubilee-year of the noble Lafayette Avenue Church of which 
God enabled me to be the founder; and the temperance 
reform, for which I have always labored, is winning in 1907 
some of its most signal triumphs. That magnificent Sun- 
day School Convention in Rome has awakened a ‘ Falle- 
lujah ’’ over the wide world. Some trials and troubles we 
all have, but let us bury them under our manifold mercies ; 
let us count up our exceeding great and precious promises , 
if we are Christ’s b!uod-bought followers, let us win some 
souls to his service ; and in spite of some steep hills, iet us 
march on to the gates of glory shouting ! 


From George B. Stewart, D.D., LL.D., President of 
Auburn Theological Seminary. 

I am especially thankful for the enlarging view of slife 
which comes to me as the years pass. The road lies up- 
hill, but there is an adequate recompense for the climbing in 
the widening horizon. Somehow the way ahead looks far 
mere entrancing than the road over which I have journeyed. 
I am grateful that I can keep in touch with the life of to- 
day, and have a hope for the life to-morrow. 


From E. K. Warren, President of the World's Fourth 
Sunday-school Convention. 

To have the privilege of being wrought into the Lord’s 
plans for blessing, in any way, is cause for gratitude. Never 
before, as I understand it, was there such a door of op- 
portunity open as at the present time, to men and women, 
boys and girls, in the ordinary walks of life. Never before 
was example and daily life so full of meaning, and capable 
of carrying a lesson and a blessing. The commission, 


** Let him that heareth say, come,’’ never was heard and 
heeded by so large a number. The world never seemed so 
beautiful as to-day, and the knowledge and thought that it 
was all created for the enjoyment and comfort of man by 
our best friend, should give us constant pleasure. Finally, 
I am thankful that the work in which I take great interest 
is to be **unfinished,’’ and that I am to be “useless ’’ or 
not necessary when I pass on. 


From Jacob A. Riis. 


I am thankful because the sun shines upon a prosperous, 
united people,—united as never before in the resolve to 
see right and equal justice prevail in the land. And I am 
thankful that a leader sits in Washington’s chair who will 
not allow our zeal for the right to flag; thankful that the 
world is growing better and kinder every day, more 
anxious to seek and to succor the lost brother; thankful 
for children and home, and that, with the shadows length- 
ening, I am not alone; thankful that I am alive, and yet 
a while permitted to be among His children, to help, to be 
glad, to suffer with them if that is all I can do; thankful 
that there is One who holds all the threads and, if we but 
follow, will find a way and bring us home in the end. 


From J. R. Miller, D.D. 


I am thankful for the privilege of living this year. It has 
been the happiest year of my life because it has been the 
fullest of service. My Master has trusted me with the 
helping of other lives in their times of need, danger, and 
trouble. I have learned better than ever before what 
Jesus meant when he told his disciples he had meat to eat 
that they knew not of. No doubt heaven will be better 
than earth, but I can think of nothing even in heaven 
sweeter than this year of serving has been to me. 


From Charles Cuthbert Hall, D.D!, LL.D., President of 
Union Theological Seminary. 


So far as I personally am concerned, I thank God most 
of all for the privilege of life itself, with an ordinary equip- 
ment of physical and mental powers. Every day life grows 
more rich, more interesting, more full of magnificent op- 
portunity. I am glad day by day to be alive and at work ! 
So far as the world is concerned, I thank God that many 
thoughtful minds are awaking to realize the dignity und 
importance of Oriental hopes and aspirations, The growth 
of this spirit will advance the Christianization of the world. 


From Henry G. Weston, D.D,, LL. D., President of 
Crozer Theological Seminary. 

My reasons for gratitude would be so intensely personal 
that it would not‘do to publish them under my own name. 
My life is a perfect mystery to me—a mystery so full of un- 
deserved blessings that I always begin my morning devo- 
tions with Bishop. Ken’s morning hymn and the One 
Hundred and Third Psalm, 


from Caroline Hazard, A.M., Litt.D., President of 
Wellesley College. 

I am thankful to be alive, to be well, to be able to work, 
to have an ever increasing vision that ‘‘this world means 
intensely and means good,’’ As a college officer I am 
specifically thankful for new buildings in process of build- 
ing and in immediate prospect, and as a woman, for the 
affectionate loyalty of hosts of friends who are my stay and 
support, 


From Henry Churchill King, D.D., President of Oberlin 
College. 

I am most thankful for the wide-spread moral awaken- 
ing that seems to me to have taken place in our national 
life in the last three or four years; and not less for the 
growing tendency on the part of men of all callings to re- 
gard their calling as a part of the great work of the king- 
dom of God. 


From William T. Ellis. 


For a new vision of the world’s bigness and oneness and 
essential need. ‘To be alive at a time when a man can so 
powerfully project his personality into the formative life of 
the Orient is a peculiar honor, Even to be a witness of 
the tremendous drama of nations now being enacted is a 
cause for thanksgiving. But to be a custodian, as is the 
privilege of every Christian, of those vitalizing principles 
which, when shared, can transform the awakening East, — 
that is surely a reason for jubilation. 


from John F. Goucher, D.D., LL.D., President of the 
Woman's College of Baltimore. 

My deepest thanksgiving is rooted in my growing appre- 

ciation that ‘* The Lord he is God, there is none other 


. beside him,’’-—his law underlies, permeates, and domi- 


nates the universe; that ‘‘ The earth is the Lord’s, and 
they that dwell therein,’’ and ‘‘ In him all things consist,’’ 
—all social progress is in the interest of humanity, and 
every conflict is irrepressible till it enthrones righteous- 
ness ; that ‘‘ All things work together for good,’’ and they 
that are called according to his purpose are guaranteed the 
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personal benefit. This establishes confidence, begets 
courage, makes sacrifice a privilege, and life a continuous 
thanks-living. 


From Amos R. Wells, Editorial Secretary of the United 
Society of Christian Endeavor, 

1 am grateful—out in the world—for the Hague Peace 
Congress, and for the prospect that the next one will do 
more ; for the progress of the union movement among the 
denominations ; for the awakening of the men to their 
privilege and duty regarding missions and the church. I 
am grateful—down in my heart—for God’s continued and 
undeserved goodness, and for the certainty that amid all the 
faltering and failures of my will to do the right, his right- 
eousness and his love never falter, never fail. 


From Mrs. Lillian M. N. Stevens, President of the Na- 
tional Woman's Christian Temperance Union. 


I am thankful that great, resourceful Oklahoma takes its 
lace in the sisterhood of states with prohibition of the 
Saaedl traffic written in its constitution ; that Georgia, the 
empire state of the South, has enacted a state prohibitory 
law ; for the prospect that the entire Southland will soon 
be free from the beverage liquor traffic; that in all other 
sections of our country there is increasing sentiment in 
favor of total abstinence and prohibition, 


From Margaret E. Sangster 


I am thankful to be alive in this beautiful world, thank- 
ful for congenial work, thankful for the love of kindred and 
friends. 1am thankful, too, for the good sermons I hear, 
the good books I read, the bright faces of children, and the 
knowledge that many good things are happening every day. 
Most of all I am grateful for a clearer vision of Jesus Christ, 
and a deepening sense of intimacy with him. From one 
thanksgiving to another the time is very short but it is very 
sweet, and the heart-beats keeps the measure of a happy 
onward march. 


From Booker T. Washington, LL. D., Principal of 
Tuskegee Normal and Industrial Institute. 


First, for the opportunity to work. Work is the greatest 
blessing that a Good Providence has conferred upon the 
human race. Any one who has learned to love work for 
its own sake cannot fail to be supremely happy. The man 
who has something to do is to be envied, the man who has 
nothing to do is to be pitied. Again, for the opportunity 
of exerting some influence in the world for the uplift of 
humanity. Thirdly, I am thankful for a serious and great 
problem to engage my attention and my activities. 


From H. J. Heinz, Pittsburg. 

I am thankful for the privilege of living in this age, when 
so many have learned that the richest joy and ceepest 
happiness are found in serving others. I am thankful for 
the opportunity of having a part in planning greater and 
better things for the young man of to-day. The young 
man of to-day is the young man of destiny ; he will not only 
be the father of the next generation, but of all the genera- 
tions to come. 


From Marion Lawrance. 


I am thankful for my little family circle, my happy, 
comfortable home, my friends innumerable, beloved, and 
for the privilege of helping in the choicest work on earth. 
But when, in the greatest sorrow that can ever come to 
a man who loves his ,family and home, in the separating 
from life-long friends in the dear old church and school, 
and in the turning away from the work that has been one’s 
life and inspiration for a quarter of a century, and in the 
settling for good in a strange city, I have found God’s love 
and sympathy and patience just the same every moment of 
every day, my thankfulness can find no expression except 
in the-consuming desire to love more and serve better, 


From John Willis Baer, D,D., President of Occidental 
College. 

My gratitude is of the live.y and leaping kind. Indeed, 
my lines are cast in pleasant places. 1 thank God for the 
opportunity to work with and among the young student 
life of California. The next twenty-five years is to mean 
much for Christ and the church on this coast, and to have 
any part in it is a God-given privilege. The citizen of 
California has a great chance for God, if he keeps true to 
him and loyal to his Word, 


From R. A. Torrey, D.D. 


I am thankful that there are so many and so rapidly in- 
creasing signs that God is going to visit this country with a 
great outpouring of his Spirit. Iam thankful that I am 
alive and able to have my part in the joyous work of glorify- 
ing God by bringing other men to an intelligent knowledge 
of him. I fee) an increasing disposition to thank God that 
he created me and then saved me, and then brought me to 
believe in the whole Bible as the very Word of God, and 
then called me to preach its truths to others in public and 
in private, and then taught me how he could use the weak- 
est of us if we would only seek and receive the baptism 
with the Holy Ghost and fire, which he has promised. 


From the Hon. J. J. Maclaren, Justice of the Court of 
Appeal for Ottawa, Canada. 

That our country (Canada) has shared so largely in the 
bounties of Providence for the past year, and has escaped 
thus far the financial losses and troubles so severely felt 
elsewhere. Personally, for the privilege of living in the 
very best year in ‘the world’s ‘history, and for health and 
strength to join in labor, and share in its attendant blessings. 
Thankful especially for being sent by the Master to work 
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in the most fertile portion of his vineyard (the Sunday- 
school) where abounding fruits reward the labor of the 
honest toiler, Fora year of unprecedented success and 
prosperity in the department of interdenominational inter- 
national Sunday-school work. 


From Charles Stelzle, Superintendent of the Presbyterian 
Department of Church and Labor. 

For the joy of work. For the chance to hit hard—when 
necessary. For the goodness and the grit of the fellow 
who may disagree with me. For the test that shows 
wherein [ may grow stronger. For the thought that ‘‘ each 
new day may be as the beginning of life.’’ For the power 
of Christ whom I serve. For the final victory which I 
know shall be mine. ’ 


From Samuel B. Capen, LL.D., President of the Ameri- 
can Board of Foreign Missions. 

I am most grateful this year for the organization of the 

Laymen’s Missionary Movement. Born in a prayer-meet- 

ing in New York last November, already approved by the 
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officers of the Foreign Missionary Boards of the United 
States and Canada, it has crossed the sea, and has received 
similar endorsement in England and Scotland. ~Its aim is 
to federate the Christian men of the world together, that 
they may bring the message of the Cross speedily to every 
obscure corner of the world. This is the ‘‘ men’s cen- 
tury,’’ and we are profoundly grateful for this new move- 
ment, which must be very near to the heart of Him who 
came a long journey to save a lost world. 


From Bishop Henry W. Warren, D.D., LL.D. 


Pre-eminently that I have gotten my view of man from 
God: made in his image, like enough to him to have 
dominion,—always to have a Caleb- Joshua- Elijah- Shad- 
rach- Daniel- Ezekiel- (2 : 6), Peter- Paul- Luther-like cour- 
age—to be emancipated from the heathenish superstitious 
signs about Friday, thirteen, etc.; that God reigns and that 
the general outcome of this world is not to be disaster and 
ruin, but the heathen shall be given to our Christ for an in- 
heritance and the uttermost parts of the earth for a posses- 
sion. Hallelujah! 








Samson: Type of What? 


By Professor Willis J. Beecher, D.D., LL.D. 





HERE are those who would have us 
understand the story of Samson as a 
sun-myth. The name Samson means 
‘‘little sun.’’ Samson's strength lay 
in his hair, and the sun’s strength lies 
in its rays; does not this prove that 
the man Samson never existed, but 
that certain fancies concerning the sun 

ultimately shaped themselves into the story as we find 

it in the Book of Judges? The alleged proof of this 
is purely fanciful, and I am not so credulous as to 

accept it. But if I thought that the story is a myth, I 

should be compelled to regard it as unique among 

myths in the high and distinct ethical lesson it 
teaches. 

Very likely it is true that the majority of those who 
read about Samson feel precisely the same kind of in- 
terest in him that they feel in a first-class circus per- 
former. In the circus the clown and the gymnast 
exhibit side by side. This appeals to the apprecia- 
tion of the spectators. The story of Samson makes 
an appeal of the same sort. His exploits are as 
amusing as they are wonderful. But most of us have 
insight enough to be sure that this is not all there is 
in the story. It certainly has a religious value, or it 
would not be in the Bible. What is its religious 
value? For example, is Samson a type of something ? 

Whether or no he is a type in the sense in which 
that term has commonly been used among theologians, 
he is at least a typical instance in the matter of human 
conduct. He is presented to us as typically a person 
who will keep fooling with temptation. In this char- 
acter he stands to every one of us as an example and 
a warning. The physical interest of the story is such 
that we cannot fail of perceiving the points on which 
the moral depends. And the moral is one that is 
serious beyond measure. 

We human beings are greatly given to the folly of 
fooling with temptations. We are like little children 
who will play with fire. ‘You know some child that 
has a morbid habit of making the acquaintance of 
every strange dog or other animal that comes along, 
often to its own hurt, and constantly to the terror and 
discomfort of its friends. We are prone to treat 
temptations in that way, and some of us persist in 
spite of severe lessons, and never learn better. Sam- 
son is a typical instance of this form of human weak- 
ness. 

Samson is represented as a man of marvelous bodily 
strength. All readers are familiar with this phase of 
the matter. He is represented as a man of humor, a 
practical joker. This is equally familiar. We all 
think of him, I suppose, as big and jolly, beaming 
with fun and laughter. 

Less attention has been paid to the fact that the 
account represents him as a man of mental ability, 
and particularly as a leader of men. Some commen- 
tators have even spoken of him as able-bodied and 
weak-brained. In telling the story, some seem to fill 
it out in ways like this : «* And Samson was so strong 
that he went all by himself and slew thirty Philis- 
tines, and took their garments to pay the bet that he 
had made. And he was so strong that all by himself 
he caught three hundred foxes, and with them set on 
fire the corn of.the Philistines. And he was.so.strong 
that all by himself he slew a thousand Philistines 
with the jawbone of an ass.’’ Note that in these 








statements the ‘all by himself’’ is of the nature of 
filling. It is not in the Bible text. And it is not the 
natural or correct filling tor the narrative. Samson's 
great strength would be of no particular use to him for 
exploits like these, except as it attached men to him as 
their leader. The natural understanding is that he 
had followers as reckless as himself who joined him 
in slaying the thirty Philistines, and in catching the 
three hundred foxes. When the astonished Philis- 
tines began to give way before him at Lehi, his ex- 
cited countrymen of course joined in the fight in 
crowds, and helped win the victory. 

It was ability of this sort that made Samson judge 
of Israel. There is no warrant for belittling this 
function of his into that of a mere local magistrate. 
We have of course no details of his administration as 
judge. We have only the story of his adventurous 
youth before he became judge (Judg. 13-15) and that 
of the last few months of his life, when he brought 
destruction upon himself by relapsing into youthful 
follies (Judg. 16). But in these months the Philis- 
tines respect the frontier, and keep on their own side 
of it. Samson, the judge, has fulfilled the promise 
that he shall be the deliverer of Israel from the 
Philistines. 

Further, Samson is represented as a man irreproach- 
able .in certain matters of conduct. So far as we 
know he was true, for example, to his obligations as a 
Nazirite. If he were now living, he would not be a 
drunkard, or self-indulgent in matters of luxury. 

Yet, further, he is represerted to have had certain 
remarkable gifts of the Spirit of Jehovah. In particu- 
lar, his seizures of extraordinary strength were of the 
nature of such gifts (judg. 13 : 25; 14: 6, 19, 15 : 14). 
It does not follow either that he was a high-minded 
man moraily, and spiritually, or that he was not. 
With all the spiritual uses which our generation is 
making of.athletics, we need find nothing strange in 
this phase. of the history of Samson. Such a man, 
if now living, might be a gifted evangelist or re- 
former, or Young Men’s Christian Association worker. 

Samson's long hair was the outward sign of his 
personal relations with Jehovah, and so had its sig- 
nificance in connection with the gifts of the Spirit of 
Jehovah. We ought not to shrink from miracle as 
accounting for his feats of strength, and yet there are 
certain psychological explanations that will here go a 
great way. Imagine Samson’s powerful muscles. as 
sometimes affected: by a religious excitement that 
amounted to frenzy. That would account for some, 
at least, of his wonderful efforts of strength. And 
then imagine his overpowering sense of guilt when he 
discovers that his hair is gone, that through his own 
fault he has lost the outward symbol of the relations 
between Jehovah and himself. Imagine his dismay, 
his depression, his consequent weakness. And when 
he has thus brought punishment upon himself, it is 
natural to think of him as repentant, and as gradu- 
ally returning to normal bodily and spiritual con- 
ditions. 

But the account does not stop here in its character- 
izing of Samson. He had two passions which he in- 
dulged recklessly—the passion for exciting adventure, 
and a certain form of passion for women. Perhaps it 
does.not. appear:that. he -was sensual in the ordinary 
sense of that term ; but he had a keen admiration for 


( Continued on page 589, second column.) 











LESSON FOR DECEMBER I. (Judg. 16 : 21-31) 







The Lesson Pilot 
By Charles Gallaudet Trumbull 


AS Samson mostly good, or mostly bad ?- Is he 
given a place in the Bible as an example, or 
as a warning? Did he lift Israel up, or drag 

her down? Was he spiritually lost, or saved ? 

The class does not exist that is not interested in 
Samson, We need worry little over how to inter- 
est our pupils in this judge of Israel. But we can 
make their natural interest more profitable and 
thought-provoking by directing it to the answers of 
the questions in the foregoing paragraph. ‘To have 
an intelligent opinion, the class must be in possession 
of the facts of Samson's life, so far as recorded. 

Therefore begin by telling the class that you shall 
want their answers to those questions at the close of 
the lesson period, but that first you want the story of 
Samson’s life presented. If you can draw out the 
entire story from the class, that is, the best -way; 
otherwise, tell it yourself. The material must go 
back to Judges 13: 1, and include al) from there to 
16: 31. 

God had a definite and an announced plan for Sam- 
son’s life. What was it? (Judg. 13:5, 7; Num. 6: 
1-8; Gordon, 2, 4.) ‘‘ Blessed is he who gets up 4 
fight against sin,” says Mr. Gordon. Was Samson 
justified in ‘‘ picking a quarrel” with the Philistines ? 
(Judg. 14:4.) Granting that he was, did he choose 
t “he gg way of doing so, by marrying a Philistine 
wife ? 

As you go on with the facts of this man’s life story, 
use the following: 


Was his long hair the actual secret and source of Sam- 
son’s strength? (Beecher, on v. 22.) 

The kind of’ mill-grinding that Samson had to do 
(Howie, I, 2). 

A striking modern instance of the fall of a house caused 
by displacing a single beam (Howie, 3). 


After the adventurous narrative is plainly before 
every one, let the closing part of the session be de- 
voted to working out a fair estimate of Samson’s life 
as a,whole, and the answering of the questions that 
were proposed at the beginning. You will find the 
pros and cons of Samson’s character vigorously pre- 
sented in this issue of the Times,—the lesson-writers 
do not agree concerning him, which should make your 
own study all the more stimulating. For example, 

ou will find a favorable interpretation of Samson's 
ife as a whole in Professor Beecher’s paragraph on 
‘* Persons,” and a distinctly darker, unfavorable in- 
terpretation of his life in Dr. ‘Dunming’s article 
throughout. Samson is briefly characterized in Pro- 
fessor Sanders’ third paragraph; :and he is shown to 
be a mirror of Israel’s then national life, in Mr. Gor- 
don’s first two paragraphs. An interpretation of 
Samson’s significance to Israel is given in ‘* Worth 
Repeating,” on page 587. The close of his life is 
pictured by Dr. Dunning as selfish and unrepentant 
(end of fifth paragraph), and by: Mr. Gordon as a 
great sacrifice (fifth paragraph). ‘The two sides of 
his nature are graphically suggested in Mr. Ridg- 
way’s terse phrase (second paragraph), ‘‘ Brute 
strength, rude humor, lax morals, and the eleventh 
chapter of Hebrews!” It is hard to beat that sum- 
ming up, for it is scrif¢ura/, And a strong opinion 
as to Samson’s spiritual end is given in Mr. Ridg- 
way’s fifth paragraph. 

Let your class have as much of this as you can, 
bringing both sides fairly before them, and insist on 
their working out their own answers to the ques- 
tions, guiding them in so doing as much as you think 
best. Be sure to bring out the tremendous lesson of 
Professor Beecher’s masterly article on page 582,— 
the danger of fooling with temptation.+ And leave 
no doubt on this point, that Samson had success while 
he implicitly obeyed God in his fundamental duty as 
a Nazirite, and failure when he deliberately dis- 
a Even after his disobedience and failure, 
God’s love gave him another chance,—but God did 
not restore sight to the eyes, nor put the leader back 
again at the head of his people. 


Home Work for the Pupils on Next Week’s Lesson 
To be assigned to different pupils by the teacher. 

1. Read the entire book of Ruth. 

2. Who were the three characters of the lesson ? 

3. Why were they returning to Bethlehem ? 

4. What do you think of the difference between the 
actions of Ruth and Orpah, as described in verse 14? 

5. Why did Naomi try to send Ruth back to her old 
home ? 

6. Learn by heart the answer made by Ruth to Naomi. 

7. What was the new name chosen for herself by Naomi, 
and why? 

8. At what season of the year did they reach Bethlehem ? 


Judges 16 : 21-31. 
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‘LESSON 9. DECEMBER I. THE DEATH OF SAMSON 


(Read Judges 13-16.) Memory verses: 28-30 
Golden Text: Be strong in the Lord, an. in the strength of his might.—Eph. 6: 10 


The Lesson Text 


art And the Philistines laid hold on him, and put out his 
eyes ; and they brought him down to Gaza, and bound him 
with fetters of brass ; and he did grind in the prison-house. 
22 Howbeit the hair of his head began to grow again after he 
was shaven 

23 And the lords of the Philistines gathered them together 
to offer a great sacrifice unto Dagon their god, and to rejotce ; 
for they said, Our god hath delivered Samson our enemy into 
our hand.. 24 And when the people saw him, they praised 
their god ; for they said, Our god hath delivered into our hand 
our enemy, and the destroyer of our country, who hath slain 
many of us. 25 And it came to pass, when their hearts were 
merry, that they said, Call for Samson, that he may make us 
sport. And they called for Samson out of the prison-house ; 
and he made sport before them. And they set him between 
the pillars : 26 and Samson said unto the lad that held him 
by the hand, Suffer me that I may feel the pillars whereupon 
the house resteth, that I may lean upon them. 27 Now the 
house was full of men and women ; and all the lords of the 
Philistines were there ; and there were upon the roof about 
three thousand men and women, that beheld while Samson 
made sport. 

28 And Samson called unto Jehovah, and said, O Lord 
Jehovah, remember me, I pray thee, and strengthen me, I 
pray thee, only this once, é God, that I may !be at once 
avenged of the Philistines for my two eyes. 29 And Samson 
took hold. of the two middle pillars upon which the house 
rested, and leaned upon them, the one with his right hand, 
and the other with his left. 30 And Samson said, Let me die 
with the Philistines. And he bowed himself with all his might ; 
and the house fell upon the lords, and upon all the people that 
were therein. So the dead that he slew at his death were 
more than they that he slew in his life. 31: Then his breth- 
ren and all the house of his father came down, and took him, 
and brought him up, and buried him between Zorah and Esh- 
taol in the burying-place of Manoah his father. And he judged 
Israel twenty years. 

1 Or, be avenged... for one of my two eyes 
The American Revision copyright, 1901, by Thomas Nelson and Sons, 


According to the King James Version : 


V. 21, But...took him...and brought him,.. 
house ; v. 23, Then the lords... for to offer... and to rejoice: for 
they said; v. 24, they praised their god:... our hands... whic 
slew many of us; v. 25, out of the prison house ; and he made them 
sport: and they set hia between the pillars. ; v. 26, And Samson said 
... the house standett ; v. 27, Philistines were there; and there were; 
v. 28, called unto the Lorp, and said, O Lord Gop, ... upon which 
the house stood, and on which it was borne up, of the one with his 
right hand, and.of the other with his left.; v. 30, he bowed himself 
with a// Ais might... that were therein... which he slew... were 
more than ¢hey which he slew in his life ; v. 3x, brought Aim up. 





-in the prison 
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Teaching Nuggets 
By Henry F. Cope 
Purity is a prize gained only once. 


Self-control is the secret of all control. 


Rash facing of danger does nat atone for fleeing 
Jrom duty. 


You cannot right your own life by the ruin even 
of your enemies. 

Every time you try to please sin, you put your- 
self in its power. 

Some men are worth remembering chiefly for what 
they might have been, 

In the last analysis every man will be measured 
by his moral muscle. 

The failure of His agents does not cover the 
faults of His enemies. 3 

One can learn a great deal from some men with- 
out trying to be like them. 

One of the poorest cowards its 
flee the lusts of the flesh. 

He ts unworthy of the place of rule over others 
who tis unwilling to pay the price of mastery over 
himself. 

CHICAGO. 


he who will not 
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Difficult Points Explained 
By Professor Willis J. Beecher, D.D., LL.D. 


How to Locate this Lesson 


IME.—The account of Samson is one of the five 
personal narratives, constructed on a common 
model, that are placed together in our English 

Bibles (Jud. 13 : 2-16: 31; Jud. 17-18; Jud. 19-21; 
Ruth; 1 Sam. 1-3). It belongs toa time of Philistine 
oppression, ‘The Bible mentions four such oppres- 
sions: that of the time of Shamgar (Jud. 3: 31, 
10: 11); that when Tola and Jair were judges, before 
the Ammonite oppression (Jud. 1o : 6-8); that of the 
forty years of Eli and the twenty following years 
(Jud. 13: 1; 1 Sam. 4: 1b-7: 2); that ander Saul 
(1 Sam. 13 : 3ff). Ussher and others connect Samson 
with the third of these oppressions, but that is a mis- 
fit. It belongs with the second, the Samson narrative 
being out of chronological order, like the two nar- 
ratives that follow. There is no consensus as to the 
date in years B.C. My computation of the biblical 
data fixes the twentieth year of Samson as B.C. 1231. 

Place.—A ‘‘ house” in Gaza, possibly a temporary 
structure erected for the festivities then in progress. 

Persons.— Concerning Samson we have, first, the 
account of his birth and his adventurous youth (Jud. 
13-15); second, the statement that he was judge 
twenty years (Jud. 15 : 20, 16: 31),—nota sun-myth, 
nor a leecal judge, but judge of Israel ; third, a few 
incidents of the last months of his life, when he re- 
lapsed into wild practises (Jud. 16). Of his twenty 
years as judge we have no details except by infer- 
ence. He became judge, presumably at the death of 
Jair, by the defeat of the Philistines at Lehi (Jud. 15: 
14-20). He fulfilled the promise that he should ‘ be- 
gin to save Israel out of the hand of the Philistines" 
(Jud. 13: 5cf. 14: 4). In his early life the Philistines 
have things their own way (Jud. 14: 4, 15: 11, etc.), 
but later they keep within their own territory, not 
molesting Samson except when he crosses the border. 
These items justify the inference that his administra- 
tion was a sober success. 


Light on Puzzling Passages 


Verse 21. After many futile attempts Samson has 
at last been deprived of his wonderful strength, and 
is now in the hands of his.enemies the Philistines.-— 
Put out his eyes : Cowardice is cruel; They wanted 
to keep Samson and make sport of him, but they 
dared not without first disabling him.—Did grind: 
They put him to hard labor, like a common criminal. 

Verse 22.—TZhe hair... began to grow: ‘Vhe nar- 
rative represents Samson’s hate of strength as the 
gift of Jehovah's Spirit (Jud. 13 : 25,14: 6,19, 15 : 14). 
His long hair was the outward mark of his devotion 
to Jehovah, on which the gifts of the Spirit were con- 
ditioned. When he became a traitor to this emblem 
‘*Jehovah departed from him” (Jud. 16:20). The 
growing of the hair, in his humiliation, was the sign 
of the gracious promptness with which Jehovah began 
to restore to him the gifts of the Spirit. 

Verses 23-24.— For they said: Properly, ‘* And 
they said.” There is nothing to indicate whether the 
occasion was the usual religious festival of the season, 
or a special celebration over Samson.—7%e destroyer 
of our country, etc.: More literally, ‘‘him who put 
our country to the sword, and who multiplied our 
slain.”’ 

Verse 25.—T7hat he may make us sport: Perhaps 
by giving exhibitions of his strength, perhaps by 
being made the victim of taunts and indignities.— 
Between the pillars: The details of the architecture 
are not given. Possibly the pillars were wooden 
masts supporting a scaffold. At all events they were 
small enough and near together so that a man could 
get hold of both of them at once (v. 29). 

Verse 26.—Suffer me: It was mighty fun to see the 
invincible Samson begging favors of a Philistine boy. 
—That ] may /ean: How jocund they are to see 
Israel’s hero get tired, so that he has to rest ! 

Verse 28.—Strengihen me... O God, that I may 
be... avenged: Samson prays for revenge. Do not 
be too flippant over the crudeness of his religious 
ideas. Christian nations practise retaliation, and 
offer prayers over it in their churches. 


AUBURN THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY. 
> 


Live Sunday-school folks who want teachers’ helps in the 
library, but who cannot afford to invest a great deal of 
money, can yet seven books for $2.50,—the ‘* Times’’ 
Handbooks for Sunday-school Workers. They contain 
material for the beginners’ teachers, the primary teachers, 
the secretary, the superintendent, the Home Department 
workers, the pastor. They don’t furnish Bible-study help, 
but they certainly do help the workers to do better teaching. 
The Sunday School Times Company publishes them. 
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Seeing and Seizing an Opportunity 


By S. D. Gordon 


AMSON was a mirror. Looking at him you see 
his nation, only he was better, or less bad, than 
they. He lived in one of the moral night-times 

of his people’s history. There were two extremely 
low tides, morally, in Israel’s history before the 
national stream watersran comeneenly out in the Baby- 
lonian plain. Ahab and Elijah belong in the second 
of these; Samson and Samuel in the first, with Sam- 
son at the very lowest ebb, for what he achieved in 
the nation gave Samuel a higher starting-point than 
Samson had. The people had sunk down from 
being cngrensve victors to being slavishly ruled over 
by the Philistines, both politically and morally. 
And, worse yet, being content to have it so, Philis- 
tine standards of morality, or rather of immorality, 
ruled the nation, until the conditions of Sodom and 
her sister cities were common in Israel, and give the 
darkest discoloration to the close of this dark book, 

Samson's peculiar endowment was physical 
strength. It was God's choice for him both through 
physical conditions and through special touch for 
special octasions. This gift reveals the national 
condition. All life was on a physical, a sensuous, 
basis, The people could be appealed to by the phy- 
sical, Where a finer leadership would have failed 
utterly to rally them. Samson’s mission was to 
arouse antagonisms. He was to stir up a fight. 
These sleeping, leaderless, enslaved Hebrews were 
to be compelled to wake up, to rear the old standards 
of righteousness, and to fight these enemies of God, 
and of their national mission and of their lives, 
Wherever there is sin, it is a man's duty to fight. 
And where that sin soils your life and blocks the 
wheels of your life-mission, the fighting becomes 
imperative. 

Samson disappointed God. He failed in Ged’s plan 
for him and through him. It is only fair to note that 
he did not fail wholly. He accomplished much ; he 
awakened the nation out of its long sleep of lazy con- 
tent with Philistine slavery, and he kept alive the 
Jehovah faith at a time when it was nearly choked to 
death by lustful idolatry. He always used his un- 
usual strength on the right side. Back of every 
striking action was always a strong purpose. 

But a man’s achievements in action are always less 
than the achievement of a pure, strong life. God 
planned this man’s life and service.. He was given 
special talent in his mental keenness, which was 
reckoned so unusual that many of his bright remarks 
are recorded. But the special plan of God was that 
he was to be a holy man in his life, s¢parated unto 
God, and so known and revered by the nation. In 
God's. plan for him as a Nazirite, he was to stand in 
the same class as Samuel, the wise teacher and 
master-hand at praying, and with John, the herald of 
our Lord. But) in the plan:which Samson. worked 
out in his life, he drops to a much lower level, and is 
thought of simplv as a strong man, as eccentric, and 
as lustful. He failed God in his life first, and then 
in the service planned for his life. It is a great thing 
to do good, and Samson did much good. It is inti- 
nitely better to find and fit faithfully into God’s plan 
for one’s own life. , It is sad to the heart-breaking 
point to fail God in the thing he is counting on us for, 

Samson made a great sacrifice in his death. He 
was still a young man, and love of life runs strong in 
the young. He had unusual physical vigor, and that 
made life more attractive and harder to give up. We 
might think that he had lost heart now that his eyes 
were gone, but his habitual light-hearted cheeriness 
makes that seem unlikely. e could gain nothing 
for himself, of course, by giving up his life. He was 
the nation's leader. The shame and indignity put 
upon him personally were meant for the whole nation. 
A great victory gained over these Philistines would 
be a national victory. It would give his people great 
advantage. Yet only by sacrificing his own life 
could he gain a new term of better life for his people; 
and so for the nation’s sake he gave up his own Fite. 
If he had saved his life personally, he would have 
lost it as his people’s leader and helper and victor. 
In losing it, he proved anew his leadership, and 
gained for them great victory. The next time we 
read of a battle between the two nations Israel is the 
aggressor. This is a distinct advance. Though our 
level of life is spiritually away above that of his time, 
we can never get higher than the motive that led 
Samson to give up his life. The great test of life is 
the sacrifice we are willing to make. There is just 
as much devotion to any one or anything as there is 
willingness to suffer for him or it. 

Samson's seenness to see an opportunity, and 
quickness to seize it masterfully, amount to positive 
genius. The Philistines had no thought of giving 
him such a chance against themselves. They didn’t 
see the opportunity. Nobody saw it but Samson. 
Here were all the Philistine princes gathered. _ By 
one act not only could three thousand be slain, but 
far more important, all the enemy's leaders destroyed. 
A bit of quick thinking, a willingness to suffer the 
greatest personal sacrifice, then the earnest prayer, 
and the unexpected determined action: and the vul- 
gar Philistines gloating over their foe, and over the 


nation whose head he was, and over the Hebrews’ 
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God, was suddenly turned into a dismal defeat. The 
laughter changed to wailing ; tbe national glorification 
became a national cea! The Philistine power 
over Israel had suffered most serious blow in- 
flicted in a whole generation at least. It is a great 
thing to see and seize an opportunity. Life is full of 
opportunities, but most of them go unseized. Paul 
earnestly urges the Ephesian circle of churches to be 
‘* redeeming the time” (Eph. 5 : 16); margin, ‘* buy- 
ing up the opportunity ‘; literally, ‘to buy up out 
of the market,”’"—that is, in modern phrase, ‘‘ to cor- 
ner the market.’’ That is what Samson did here. 
He took away from the enemy all the opportunities 
in sight, and used them splendidly for Israel. There 
is room for more Christian monopolists of that sort. 


Mapison, N, J. 
b 4 


Oriental Lesson - Lights 
By Mrs. Ghosn-el- Howie 


ND ke did grind in the prison-house (v. 21). 
Three kinds of mills for grinding exist. 1. 
That in which grain is reduced into meal for 

bread. 2. That in which olive berries are pressed for 
making olive oil. 3. The simsim mills where the 
sesame grain is ground, from which is obtained an 
oily liquid called seeraje, largely used instead of but- 
ter in Jewish cookery. 

ssible in Palestine, we find it cheaper to work the 

rst kind of mills by coal oil (from Batum or Penn- 
sylvania), rather than by human labor. Camels, 
horses, mules and donkeys are largely used in work- 
ing the second and third kinds of mills, though hu- 
man machines are not entirely excluded yet. In the 
days of Samson however, before and since, down to 
recent years, prisoners of war and slaves cost less 
than either fuel or animals in working those mills. 

Those who suppose that Samson’s forced labor was 
to work with or like the women by turning the light 
hand-mill, evidently know less of the matter than did 
the blind dramatist and poet of the seventeenth 
century, ‘‘ Ask for this great deliverer now, and find 
him eyeless in Gaza at the mill with slaves.” 

The house fell upon the lords, and upon all the 
people that were therein (v. 30). In 1905, a factory 
adjacent to Ruby’s school in Shwifat took fire. In the 
absence of a public fire brigade, the public magnani- 
mously turned out with a will tosave. Those who 
knew that oil was stored in the school premises 
shuddered. The house on fire was isolated; never- 
theless, one man deemed it necessary to remove a 
beam from a house near by. He took his heav 
hammer and made for the fatal spot, but forthwith 
the people made away from the roof ; they suspected 
what was coming, but they could.only flee. The 
misguided would-be saviour struck once, twice, and 
with the third stroke: he disappeared, and -his body 
was unearthed three days later. In forcing’the beam 
he forced out of place one of the pillars which sup- 
ported the arches on which the house rested. 


Suweir, Mt. LEBANON, SyRIA, 
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A Test of Strength for God and Man 


The Lesson’s Missionary Meaning 
By Delavan L. Pierson 


EVEN years ago in China, the Boxer devotees of 
Confucius and all the false gods of the Celestial 
Empire thought to make sport of the Christian 

missionaries and their native converts. ‘The odds 
seemed to be all in favor of the Boxers. They 
gathered in large numbers, armed themselves with 
huge knives and other weapons, and descended on 
the Christians to make havoc of them. They took 
them to the temples, made sport of the weakness of 
their victims, and laughed at theiragony. It seemed 
that the demon gods had triumphed. ut when the 
testing time came, the missionaries and their friends 
prayed to Jehovah, and the whole Empire of China 
was shaken to its foundations. 

Samson was indeed a mighty man—physically— 
but in character he was a weakling. A wicked woman 
could twist him around her little finger. The boy or 

irl who is weakest in body may be stronger than this 
y semen Hercules (Prov. 16 : 32). 

A missionary in Japan tells of a boy in Nagasaki, 
who was apparently the only Christian among over 
one hundred and fifty schoolmates and teachers. He 
was not ashamed of his faith, even though the other 
boys took many opportunities to persecute him. 
When they saw him bow his head and ask God’s 
blessing before eating his luncheon, they reported to 
the master that he was making use of magic. The 
master asked the lad to explain, and he did so, wonder- 
ing what would be the consequences. To his as- 
tonishment, the master bowed his own head in con- 
fusion and shame and said with emotion: ** My boy, 
I too am a Christian, but was afraid to say so. You 
are stronger than I, but hereafter, with God's help, I 
will live as a Christian should.” Which was the 
stronger, this boy or Samson? The secret of true 
strength and courage is always the same (Dan. 11: 32). 

BRooK.yn, N. Y. . 


Now, since slavery is hardly . 
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The Busy Man’s Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


EAD the whole four chapters from the thirteenth 
to get the full account of the greatest athlete 
who ever lived. Yes, he wasa Jew. Note his 

training (Num. 6: 2-8). You college fellows who 
get on the teams have tu be Nazirites, too. If it is 
well to *‘cut out” certain things for a rowing-race, a 
mile run, or a Tootball game, why not for the com- 
mercial contests of life? Clear brains and strong 
bodies are a thousand times‘more important in busi- 
ness than in sports. 

‘Samson, the champion jawboner and inventor of 
football hair.” Now, Gus! Since you fellows are so 
funny, please note that our hero is the Bible’s only 
funny man. That matrimonial affair and the riadle 
thatch of the fourteenth chapter. Bythe way, do you 
remember what I told you about marrying your own 
kind of folks? And then that funny trick of tying 
the foxes tail to tail with a firebrand,—how Samsou 
must‘have lain back and roared as he saw the blood- 
less discomfiture of his enemies! Brute strength, 
rude humor, lax morals,—and the eleventh chapter of 
Hebrews! Why? 

Take any of the big daily papers (several different 
papers if the class is Jange). and giving each scholar 
a red pencil or crayon, divide up the paper, and tell 
them to mark every item having any touch of sin in 
it,—murder, theft, divorce, desertion, drunkenness, 
sharp dealing, scandal, slander, fights, ete. Com- 

e when done, and (omitting some of the advertis- 

ing pages) the athletic page is found the only clean 
one. hen father comes down to breakfast, he be- 
ins the day with his red bath of sin. The boys 
race themselves with the fresh air of the ball-field, 
golf-links, tennis-court, and river. 


The Philistines... put out his eyes,... and 
bound him (v. 2t). This is the usual windup of all 
Samsons and Jack’s sons and Tom’s sons and any 
other man's sons when they take up with Delilahs. 
Loose habits make tight eyes. That is why Samson 
did not see Delilah was fooling him time after time. 
And that is why the present-day Samsons don’t see 
they are beiug fooled to their destruction. The day’s 
newspaper will furnish your illustration. Down they 
go to their ruin in spite of warnings r Samson did 
not have. This one, for example: Proverbs 7 : 4-27. 
Let us read it slowly inconcert. It needs no remark. 


The hatr of his head began to grow again (v. 22). 
His God-given strength was connected with his hair. 
He lost it through sin. Like many another prodigal, 
he came to himself in his darkness and bonds. No 
doubt he repented in tears,—any fellow would,—and 
of course heard him, and ‘his hair began to 

w.” Haven't all of us.old. sinners been there? 
‘This is why Samson's name is on the roll-of honor 
(Heb. 11: 32) along with the tricky Jacob and the 
scarlet Rahab. Not because he was so good, but 
because, with all his great faults, he always turned 
to the one true God. Your name and mine go down 
on the same terms,—not because we are good, but 
because God is love. 


O Lord Jehovah, remember me (v. 28). And of 
course everybody thinks right away of another poor 
prisoner who, facing death, said the same words 
(Luke 23 : 42, 43). Do you think any man ever prayed 
this prayer in vain ? (John 6 : 32; Acts 2: 21.) Since 
God put Samsaqn s name on his Roll of Honor, it was 
surely a case of ‘this day thou shalt be with me in 
paradise.” Oh, boys, I want you to feel and realize 
what a God and Father we have, how good, how 
loving, not willing that any should perish. Samson 
the athlete, Samson the fighter, Samson the joker, 
Samson the sinner, Samson the blind and miserable, 
—yet Samson the remembered and saved. No mat- 
ter how far down you may fall, never forget this 
prayer, it is yours: ‘‘O Lord God, remember me.” 


The house fell upon the lords (v. 30). It is always 
dangerous for the godless to persecute God’s children. 
Something is always sure to happen. History is full 
of examples. Russia is the latest. The lords of the 
Philistines not the only lot of God’s enemies whose 
day of ‘‘sport”” wound upina funeral. After Sam- . 
son had gotten back to God, he was able, with God’s 
help, by a single serious action, to do more for the 
welfare of his country in killing off the enemy’s lead- 
ers tha. by his whole frivolous life of laughter and 
joking and sporadic jawboning (Eph. 5 : 1-4). 

COATESVILLE, Pa. s 


it’s a real discovery, often, to find what useful tools may 
be had for little money, Take, for instance, Henry Drum- 
mond’s fine talk to the boys, ** First’? (10 cents), and 
Bawden’s Kittle Bible drill-book, ‘* Supplemental Bible 
Exercises” (45 cents). And, again, a. little book called 
** Individual Soul- Winning’? (20 cents), by Torrey, Alex- 
ander, Trumbull, and Davis. What better could the 
superintendent hand to each of his teachers ? For a dainty, 
devotional gift-book, ‘* Meditations on the Apostles’ Creed’’ 
(25 cents), cover stamped in gold and purple, with text 
pages in two colors. They may all be bought from The 
Sunday School Times Company. 























LESSON FOR DECEMBER 1 (Judg. 16 : 21-32) 


,. The Mlustration Round-Table 


ov All readers are invited to assist in the conduct of this department. 
One dollar is offered for ev anecdotal lesson illustration that can 
be used, and two dollars for best illustration used for each week’s 


son. 

Illustrations are due three months before the date of the lessons. Do 
not contribute without sending for particulars, with lesson calendar, 
which will be sent by the Times, free, on request. 


A Lesson from a Powerful Magnet—Golden Text. 


E STRONG in the Lord, and in the strength of 
his might t (eaton Text). The Christian Her- 
ald tells a wr magnet at Willet’s Point, 

New York, constructed by Captain King. This mag- 
net is simply an old cannon wound with copper wire 
ten miles in length, When the electric current is 
sent through the wire the cannon becomes the most 

werful magnet in the world. A soldier is placed 
in front of the gun, and the current turned on. In- 
stantly iron spikes, and even cannon-balls, which he 
could not lift, are attracted, and attach themselves to 
his person. As he stands there, every piece of metal 
within the sphere of the magnet is drawn to him, 
and he is covered with spikes, bayonets, and an end- 
less variety of articles. It is not the man who draws 
them, but the magnet behind him, working through 
him. Precisely so the Christian is called to serve 
the Lord, not in his own strength, but in the strength 
of the Lord, exerted through him.—7Zhe prize for 
this week ts awarded to this illustration. 


The Failure of “ Success ”—v. 21. 


He did grind in the prison-house (v. 21). The 
New York Sun not long ago published a letter that 
is evidently written with some man’s heart-blood. 
The letter was anonymous, but it bore every mark 
of sincerity. The writer goes on to tell that he came 
to New York a very poor boy, and having now made 
a large fortune had retired from business. ‘‘ But,” 
says the confessing millionaire, ‘‘when I think it 
over day by day, I can only be ashamed of it all. I 
suppose that-I was no worse than the others; I know 
that some were worse than I. But I forgot that 
there was such a thing as a square deal. If I could 
get the better of an associate or a customer or an em- 
ployee, I did. Anything that I could do to attain 
my own success was good business, and I didit. I 
have given to charity, but it doesn't satisfy me. I 
know what I Lave done wasn’t manly. The modern 
success is rank failure. I would give all that I pos- 
sess to-night, if I could say: ‘I have given every one 
a square deal. I have done no man wrong.’ Think 
it over ; it will mean a lot to you some day.”—Jhe 
Rev. William J. Hart, Earlville, N. From 
The. World Evangel. 


Everything Lost but Hope—v. 22. 

Howbeit the hair of his head began to grow 
— after he was shaven (v. 22). After the great 

icago fire 4 man whose shop had been burned ar- 
rived the very next morning at the site of his loss, 
carrying a table hung on a pole across his shoulders. 
This he placed amid the ruins, and then erected a 
sign with these words: ‘Everything lost except 
wife, children, and hope. Business resumed as usual 
to-morrow morning.” As for Samson, sosfor every 
sinner,—a new start, a fresh beginning, is always 
possible in the strength and by the grace of God.— 
The Rev. Tileston F. Chambers, Saratoga Springs, 
N. Y.. Incident related by Dr. G. Campbell Mor- 
gan. 


Never Beyond Saving—v. 22 

Howbeit the hair of his head —— togrow again 
after he was shaven (v. 22). alking along the 
street one day, a gardener passed a heap of rubbish, 
partly burned, thrown into the road. e noticed a 
root that seemed dead and withered, but he took it 
home, examined it, and tended it after planting. It 
prospered and -— till, after years of care, a majes- 
tic vine covered with clusters of grapes was the re- 
sult. Nooneis so dead in trespasses and sin but that 
he may, under the gardener’s care, become a fruitful 
vine. No human life is hopelessly lost while the 
love of God seeks the unsaved.—We/son A. Jackson, 
Keuka Park, N. Y. From The Ram's Horn. 


The Sweetest Kind of Revenge—v. 28. 

O God, that I may be at once avenged (v. 28). 
When Stephen Crane was a student at Syracuse Col- 
lege, he some way won the wrath of a certain pro- 
fessor, who was instrumental in having him expelled 
from the institution. Crane cherished a great hatred 
for this professor. The Greek war broke out; Crane 
was sent to report it for a newspaper. One day he 
found himself, with a companion, between the two 
lines. They lay under a tree one night, and just as 
they were about to go to sleep the sound of breaking 
twigs fell upon their ears. Out in the moonlight 
stepped aman. He was Crane’s old professor. He 
joined the two men. He had come to the country to 
study the archeological remains, and had lost the 
way. He had been wandering around forthree days 
eating berries. Crane, who knew the country well, 
took the old man under his wing, and shated his out- 
fit with him, finally seeing him well into the Greek 
lines. ‘‘ He used to tell me I would end my days in 
State prison,” said Crane, in telling the story, ‘ and 
my assistance to him there in the hills was the sweet- 
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est revenge a man ever secured."—Mrs. H. 7. Dun- 
aw Greenfield, Ind. From The Detroit Free 
ress. 


Another Dying Conquest—v. 30. 


So the dead that he slew at his death were. more 
than they that he slew in his life (v. 30), When, as 


-he knelt in prayer by his lonely cot in far-off Africa, 


David Livingstone’s spirit took its flight, it might 
have seemed to the world that his life had been a 
failure. The discovery of the Nile’s source, the sup- 
pression of the slave trade, the Christianizing of 
Africa, were none of them accomplished. But by his 
death the whole Christian world was arou to 
greater activity. The enthusiasm thus started in- 
spired the work of Stanley, Hannington, Mackay ; 
and so the work, multiplied many times, ssed. 
In regard to Livingstone alone it has truthfully been 
said, ‘‘ A score of forward movements can be directly 
traced to the discovery of that kneeling body at Ilala. 
By his death he accomplished more than even his 
life had done.” —Bertha Converse, Harrison. Ohio. 
Condensed from ** The Price of Africa.” 
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From the Platform 
By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson 


O THEE we give thanks, our Father, for such 
measure of strength as thou hast given us. We 
thank thee for bodies strong for service, for 

minds that are able to think out our work, to under- 
stand our duty to thee. May it be far from us to 
destroy our py > of mind or of body through any 
yielding to sin. elp us to keep ourselves free from 
the weakening habit of low thoughts, and enable us, 
strong Son of God, to be strong in purity of thought 
and life, so that we may render unto thee the fullest 
service of which we are capable. Amen. 


After the Lesson 


What was it that fell and killed Samson ? A house ? 
Well, I don’t wonder you said that. But go back a 
little. ‘There was a fall worse than that,—a drop in 
his strength, a wicked weakness in the hands of a 
woman who wanted to do him harm. That was the 
real fall,—the fall of Samson himself and not the fall 
of the house. For death of the body is a little thing 
when compared with the death of a man’s righteous- 
ness and true strength. Samson had chosen death 
when he chose to do as Delilah wanted him to do, 
even more than when he pulled the house down on 
himself. 

Look out, boys, for that fall that you almost had 
when temptation told you tocome on and you almost 
said Yes! You might fall out of a tree adozen times, 
break three arms and three legs, crack your skull en 
the ice,—yes, lose your life itself in an awful tumble, 
far more happily than to fall into sin. That was 
Samson's real calamity. 


HEIL INTO SIN 
ON SAMSON 


WHICH THE REAL FALL? 





SAMSON 


THE HOUSE 











It was a sad ending of the life of a powerful man. 
But that sad ending began long before the house 
came crashing down upon that desperate man. What 
are we getting ready for—a crash of everything good 
in us, or the keeping of our God-given strength ? 

PHILADELPHIA, 
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‘Home Readings for the Week Preceding the Lesson 


These Home Readings are the selections of the International 
Bible Reading Association of London, whose American work 
is a department of the International Sunday School Associa- 
tion. Address Marion Lawrance, Hartford Building, Chicago. 


Monday.—Judges 14:1-9..... . Samuel and the lion 
Tuesday.—Judges 15 :9-17. .....-++.. Philistines slain 
Wednesday.—Judges 16: 4-20. ...... Samson defeated 


Thursday. —]Judges 16 : 21-31 . . 
Fridav.—Deut. 12 : 28-32 

Saturday.—Prov. 1:7-1I9. ...... 
Sunday.—Eph. 6: 10-20 ......-. 


. « «. The death of Samson 
. . The snare 

. . Consent not! 

. Lhe Gospel Armour 


Hymns and Psalms for the Lesson 


(With references also to the old and new editions of the 
metrical Psalm book ‘“‘ Bible Songs."’) 


**Oft in danger, oft in woe."’ Psalm 79 : 8-13. 


**My soul, be on thy guard.’” (110 : 8-12. 161 : 1-3.) 
ova Psalm 27 : 1-8. 
Stand up, my soul ; shake off thy (a9 3 1 “ 
fears."* 37 : 1-4. 56: 1-4.) 
. Psalm 83:1, 2, 11, 12. 
** The world is very evil."’ (114: 1, 2, 11,12. 168: 
** Soldiers of Christ, arise."* 5 I, 2, Et, £2.) 
‘*Stand up, stand up for Jesus.” Psalm ear 
es : ~ (55: 1-5. 86: 1-5.) 
Christian, seek not yet repose. Psalm 37 : 11-15 
‘* Surrounded by unnumbered foes."’ (50 : 10-13. 77 : 1-5.) 
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Graded Helps 


The Adult Bible Class 
By Professor Frank K. Sanders, D.D. 


The Days of Discipline 
I, THE GENERAL PREPARATION (Judges 10-18). 


HE nine chapters of the book of Judges which 
describe the exploits of Jephthah the Gileadite, 
of Samson the mighty man of Dan, and the 

story of Micah and his shrine, are of extraordinary 
interest. The two latter narratives in particular ex- 
hibit ‘‘without note or comment” the curious in- 
termingling of faith and superstition, of courage 
and cunning, of high ideals and barbarism that 
characterized the Israel of the age just preceding 
that of Samuel and David. Israel was there, but 
still in the making. Neither Jephthah nor Samson 
nor Micah can by any stretch of imagination be re- 
garded as model men,or religious leaders in our ac- 
cepted sense of the term, yet in their rude way they 
probably regarded themselves as being Jehovah's 
men, and as rather good men too. So far as their 
deeds and ideals.went, they were excellent examples 
of what we ought not to do to-day. 

Yet regard them from the standpoint of their age. 
Micah stole his mother’s treasure. She invoked such 
curses upon the guilty one that he dared not retain 
it. They. made atonement by having a part of the 
money melted up and an idol fashioned for which 
Micah arranged a shrine in charge of which he placed 
one of his sons. Having the good fortune, as he 
thought, soon after, to secure a Levite to be the 
guardian of the shrine, Micah regarded the trans- 
action as complete. ‘‘ Now know I that Jehovah will 
do me good” (17: 13). Somewhat later the Danites, 
on the way to their new home, rob Micah of his idol, 
priest and furniture, and set up a new sanctuary far 
in the north which was long famous and popular. 
What a combination of wrongs we have related in 
these chapters! Yet underneath them all was a 
genuine religious motive and aspiration, which opened 
the way to a higher development. 

Just so, Jephthah was a rude, fierce, superstitious 
warrior. But he battled for the ideals which he could 
comprehend, and helped Israel at least to realize her- 
self. Samson was not of a religious temperament. 
He was an inordinately strong man who championed 
Israel by doing all possible injury to her enemies, 
the Philistines. ‘The feeling at the time between the 
races was like the old unreasoning racia] dislike 
of an Englishman for a Frenchman. There is no 
evidence that high religious motives had any sway 
over Samson. He was rather a good-natured, fun- 
loving, shrewd patriot. 

Each of these men, like all who influence their fel- 
lows, was one who could subordinate his interests to 
those of others. This unselfishness and devotion 

ave them their power. Samson is called a Nazirite. 

e hardly fultilled the ideal of Numbers 6: 1-12, ex- 
cept in refusing to cut his hair, yet his championship 
of his people and his prowess had their value in giv- 
ing new heart to his countrymen, and in keeping 
alive their hope under oppression. The Israelites 
had to bide their time. They had not yet found a 
real leader who could unite them all. Meanwhile 
those judges were their inspiration and comfo-t. 





Il. REFERENCE LITERATURE. 


The articles on ‘‘Samson” in the various Diction- 
aries of the Bible are worth reading. The New- 
Century commentary, or the International Commen- 
tary by Moore, gives all the discussion of details or 
theories that can be desired. Stanley's ‘ Jewish 
Church” has an interesting section on Samson. 


III. SUGGESTIONS FOR THE TEACHING OF THE LESSON. 


The story of Samson is singularly illustrative of 
the use which God can make of a man of narrow 
capacity, who consecrates what he has to offer. 

Samson's Environment. in what portion of Pales- 
tine did he.live and act? Who were his particular 
foes ? 

His Exploits. Did he deliver his people from the 
yoke of the Philistines, as did the other ‘* judges” ? 
If not, what did he accomplish ? 

Hts Naziriteship~. What were the tokens of a 
Nazirite ?(Num. 6.) How many of these did Samson 
exhibit? What was the function of a Nazirite? Was 
Samson of value in this way ? 

His Dramatic Death. Was the motive which im- 
pelled his action a noble one? Does God require that 
our motives shall be unmixed in order that he may 
accept our service ? 

His Place in Israel. 
strength of his people ? 
religious loyalty ? 
work ? 

The Lesson of his Life. Is it positive or negative ? 
Did he seriously aim at great results or live a super- 
ficial life 

Boston. 


Did Samson add to the 
Did he contribute to their 
hat was the sum-total of his 
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My Class of Boys 


By Eugene C. Foster 


ITH the lesson text before me I carefully sought 
the particular point at which emphasis should 
be placed. It was elusive; and more than 

once I was on the point of turning to the lesson helps 
to get my vital teaching-point. But I kept the text 
only in mind until I saw light ; and then—and then 
only—did I seek the help of lesson writers and com- 
mentators, and was richly repaid. I believe the Bible 
text itself should be the source of the teacher's firs? 
inspiration. 

I reviewed the books of the Bible to the Book of 
Judges, getting the boys to tell me the meaning of 
each title or general contents of each book. I asked, 
What can you tell me about Judges? Not much of 
anything. I asked if they had never studied about 
the judges.in Sunday-school. Several thought the 
never had. ‘Let each boy be prepared next wee 
to tell me the names of the judges. You'll find all 
but one named in the book of Judges.”’ Will they do 
it? Yes, most of them. Two-thirds of the class 
brought in writing the work I asked for last week. 

With Bibles still closed, I- asked for the story of 
Samson. It was brought out, item by item, until we 
had it before us in very clear outline. There is 
enough material preceding the lesson text to eomey 
all the teaching period ; and Samson’s feats have left 
indelible impressions on these minds. 

The boys puzzled over Samson’s strength depend- 
ing on the length of his hair, So did I, when a boy. 
And Dr. Beecher’s explanation (v. 22), rephrased for 
the boys in the simplest possible language, chased 
some inquiring looks from several foreheads. 

Samson’s prayer for strength was my special teach- 
ing point. hen his hair grew again he seemed to 
gain strength—and wisdom. He was wise enough to 
go to the great source of all strength for what he 
needed. I’ve seen plenty of men come to the point 
in life where there was to be a great test of their 
moral strength; they tried to stand alone, and went 
under. I've seen others who faced temptation, or 
some terrible ordeal of testing, and who just drew on 
God’ for strength, according to his promise, and stood 
like a wall of rock, In the supreme moments of life, 

ou and I need strength. appy the fellow who 

nows wher? his real strength is, and early learns to 
look to God in his need. 


PHILADELPHIA, 
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The Young Folks’ Class 
By A. E. Dunning, D.D. 


TEACHER of experience tells me no character 
A in the Old Testament is so popular with boys 
as Samson. He was a splendid athlete, and 
wonderful adventures were told of him. He holds 
an honored place among Hebrew heroes as a man of 
faith (Heb. 11 : 32), because he trusted in Jehovah for 
his great physical strength. But while he used it as 
a champion of Israel, his deeds were wrought to 
please himself. His prayer (v. 28) was unworthy of 
a judge of Israel*in any age. The only thought in 
his mind appears to have been private revenge, and 
for that he was willing to give his life. Jehovah 
gave him strength to destroy Dagon’s temple and 
the worshipers in it, not to avenge Samson, but to 
justify himself. It will not edify boys to try to find 
in Samson's death a type of the sacrificial death of 
our Lord on the cross as he prayed, ‘* Father, forgive 
them, for they know not what they do.” The death 
of Samson is a terrible testimony to the power of 
evil when any one surrenders himself to it. Point 
out, then, 

The Cause of his Downfall. Show that it was (1) 
not through any fault of God. He was brought into 
the world for a great purpose (Judg. 13:5). But no 
man was ever so foreordained to greatness that he 
could not destroy his prospects. God elects men not 
to privilege but to duty. The privilege of the elect 
depends on their performance of the duty to which 
they were called.” 

(2.) Not through fault of his parents. They prayed 
earnestly for Fg 9 in preparing him for his duty 
(13 : 8, 12). hey had evidence that God approved 
of. their training of him (13 : 24, 25). «Jehovah 
blessed him.” God's promise to parents is followed 
by his blessing on their children. But that never 
makes it impossible for children to fall. Boys conse- 
crated from birth by loving mothers, having un- 
usually brilliant powers, giving evidence in youth of 
the Lord’s blessing, have sometimes become moral 
wrecks. Such was Aaron Burr. 

(3.) In spite of a distinguished gift. That was 
extraordinary physical strength. Jf he had used it 
under the control and direction of a consecrated will, 
he might have accomplished what he began, the 
deliverance of Israel (13 : 5), and have become one of 
the most illustrious heroes of ancient times. But 
there is no evidence that he ever desired to live the 
noble life to which he knew that he was called, ex- 
cept that he wore the badye of a man whom God had 
set apart, and used his strength against the enemies 
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of his people. A portion of them followed him for 
twenty years, but without great advantage. 

(4-.) Entirely his own fault. Born under a solemn 
appointment from God {13 : 7), trained in the con- 
sciousness of it from infancy (16 : 17), favored with 
frequent evidences of it in his youth (13 : 25), and 
bearing on his head the sign of his consecration, he 
persistently squandered his birthright forlust. Every 
achievement recorded of him is connected with his 
desire for some woman of the clan who were enemies 
of Israel. For lust’s sake he surrendered his badge 
of knighthood from God, had his eyes bored out, his 
limbs bound with fetters too strong for him to break, 
and used what strength remained to turn a flour-mill 
in his prison with other slaves. He died breathing a 
spirit of revenge against his tormenters, and with no 
evidence of repentance for his sins. 

The chief lesson of Samson’s death is that a godly 
home, wise parental training, unusual natural gifts, 
and a divine call to special service, may all be per- 
verted to one’sown dishonor. You can cite abundant 
examples. Said a Scotch woman whose husband 
had filled an honorable position, but had yie/ded to 
the fascinations of strong drink and evil companions, 
‘* He was a firm and noble man once, but he is a bairn 
now.” 

Boston, 
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For the Primary Teacher 
By Mrs. Mary Foster Bryner . 


a children, especially boys, admire and desire 

pm tape strength. Suggest the weakness of a 

ittle baby, and the gradual development of its 
strength through exercise of hands, feet, head, until 
the baby can sit alone, creep, stand, walk, run. You 
all hope to be as strong, or stronger, than your par- 
ents. Mothers cook the food that will help their 
children to Be Strong in Body. (Begin the outline.) 
Repeat last Sunday’s verse : 


** God gave me this good body 
To grow both strong and tall.’’ 


How tall do you want to be? Howstrong? Who 
was the strongest person you ever saw? 


REVIEW. 


Last ‘week we talked of a man who grew very 
strong without ever using wine or strong drink. 
People were very anxious to see wliat Samson could 
do. I think you would like to know some of the ways 
in which he showed his strength. I hope that, as a 
boy, he used it to help his father and mother. 

Gass, when traveling alone, a lion came roaring 
toward him, and he killed it with nothing but his 
hands (14: 6). Sometimes people tied or bound him 
with new ropes, but he snapped them like threads 
(15: 14; 16:12). When Samson went to the country 
of the Philistines, who had troubled the children of 
Israel (like those Midianites whom Gideon chased 
away), they feared what he might do. One night 
they shut their city gates when Samson was inside, 
thinking they would arrest him in the morning. 
About midnight Samson decided to go away, and 
finding the gates locked and barred he took hold of 
them, and carried the gates to a hill a long way off. 
The people tried in every way to find out why he was 
so strong, and coaxed Delilah, his wife, to ask him. 
One day he told her that he was a Nazirite, which 
meant that from his birth he had had no wine or 
strong drink, nor had his hair been cut. Delilah told 
his secret, and when they found him asleep they cut 
off his hair. Then much of his strength was gone. 
They took him back to Gaza, whose gates he had 
carried away, put out his eyes, bound him with fet- 
ters of brass (not zopes this time), and 'made him 
work hard in the prison. As his hair grew his 
strength came back. 

The Philistines planned a great feast to celebrate 
taking Samson prisoner, and to make an offering to 
their idol, Dagon, the fish god, saying, “Our god 
hath delivered Samson into our hands,” but that was 
not so. (Recall Psa. 115: 4-7: ‘‘ He had éyes, but he 
could not —? See,” etc.) 

Describe vividly the feast, the crowd, the merry- 
making, Samson’s exhibitions of strength to amuse 
them, his request to rest by the pillars (show the pic- 
ture-roll), his prayer for strength, the crash, the fall- 
ing temple, and the tragic ending of his own life, 
together with the lives of his enemies. So Samson 
gave his life to deliver his people. 

Many animals have stronger bodies than people, 
but because God has given mind to people they can 
control animals much stronger than themselves. You 

to school to help: your minds to grow s‘rong. (Add 
ind.) You can count, read, spell, write, etc. 
There is still another way in which all people ought 
to grow stronger : in the power to choose and to do 
the right, or to grow in Soul (add that), or spirit. 
We need good food and exercise to help us to grow 
strong in body. We need the lessons and training 
which our parents and teachers give us to help us to 
— strong in mind. We need God’s Word and his 
oly Spirit to help us to grow strong in soul and 
spirit, to dothe right. Our text teaches, ‘‘ Be strong 
in the Lord, and in the power of his might.” - Jesus 
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ew strong in these three ways (Luke 2 : 52 esus 
fecreaued te wisdom (mind) pal stature oly? and 


in favor with God and man (soul). God wants to 


help us to grow in all these ways. 





1N 
STRONG SOUL 











** Everything living keeps growing, 
Children are growing each day ; 
You should grow wiser and better, 
Walking in Jesus’ own way.”’ 
Peoria, ILL. 
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Ask Marion Lawrance! 


Nova ScOTIA.—Will you kindly, through your columns or 
directly, suggest some plan or form of tion for a 
class of boys, ranging in ages from 13 to 18 years ?—H. G. C. 

Forms of organization for classes of this age have been 
mentioned in this column. Suppose you try the Knights of 
King Arthur. This is a very rapidly growing feature of 
organization among boys’ classes, which appeals especially 
to the pride of manhood and chivalry. It appeals to the 
boys very much indeed. For particulars you may address 
Frank Lincoln Masseck, Potsdam, N. Y., and he will send 
needed literature. 





boos 9 is the best time for a teacher-training class to 
meet 

If the class is made up, as it should be, of young people 
who are not now teaching, but who are fitting for the teach- 
er’s office, experience shows that the regular Sunday-school 
hour is the best time to meet. There are no conflicting 
engagements ; then it is daylight, and the young ladies can 
come unattended. To be sure, the class forfeits the regu- 
lar Sunday-school lesson for a time, but this is one of the 
prices that must be paid for the best results in teacher- 
training work. This hour is generally conceded to be the 
best by those who have had experience. 





What is your idea regarding the use of the Bible in the 
Sunday-school? It has pained me much to come in touch 
with a school in a large and influential church in which les- 
son leaves are given out, and I fear it would be difficult to 
fiid on an average one Bible in each class, including the 
teacher's ; and the superintendent, in urging the teachers to 
come to the teachers'-meeting, reminds them to bring their 
lesson-helps, as there will be a study of the lesson. I think I 
can see unhappy results from this Bibleless condition of the 
scholars. 

No Sunday-school can do its best work when officers, 
teachers, and pupils are continually using their lesson-helps 
and the Bible is not present. The procuring of the use of 
the Bible in the Sunday-school session is a matter of slow 
and persistent education, and is not accomplished in a 
hurry, It takes years of time in some schools to bring it 
about. The superintendent holds the key to the situation. 
If he can be induced to see the necessity of bringing the 
Bibles there is some hope of ultimate victory. Even after 
the superintendent and some of his helpers are all agreed 
and in earnest about it, it is still a slow and tedious pro- 
cess, and one which will tax the patience to the utmost. 
Keeping everlastingly at it is the only way to succeed. 

The steps which must be taken in order to secure this 
result are the following : 

1, The superintendent should decide that it is desirable, 
and that it must be done, 

2. He should continually keep the matter before the 
proper officers and teachers until they come to his way of 
thinking, and decide as a‘body that it must be done. 

3. The superintendent and all of the other officers and 
teachers of the school must set the example by bringing 
their own Bibles every Sunday. 

4. The superintendent and teachers should talk about it 
every Sunday publicly and in the class. 

. The Bible should be shown every Sunday in the 
school. _ It is a good thing to have as one feature of the 
exercises the presentation of Bibles, when all who have 
their own Bibles with them will stand and hold the Bibles 
aloft. Those who have no Bibles will remain seated, and 
thus be reminded of their delinquency. 

6. The presence of the Bible should be recognized and 
in some way indicated upon the class card in the pupils’ 
marking for the day. 

7. Last and best, the Bible should be used every Sun- 
day. It should be used not simply to read the lesson from, 
for all who have their lesson-helps with them can read the 
lesson with the rest, but it should be-used in some way 
that will remind those who have not brought their Bibles 
that they are remiss. This can be done by reading a 
Psalm occasionally, by reading passages that refer to the 
lesson, by looking up references, etc. The Bible can thus 
be used in..the general exercises, and especially in the 
class. 

If all of these things are observed continually, the desired 
result will be sure to follow. sooner or later; No Sunday- 
school should be satisfied with itself, and no Sunday-school 
which has the right idea of what a Sunday-school is, will be 
satisfied with itself, until every. member who is old enough 
to read the Bible has his own Bible, brought with him from 
home regularly every Sunday. 


uf 


uf 


LESSON FOR DECEMBER 1 (Judg. 16: 21-31) 





With the New Books 





All books announced here, and any others, 

may be secured from The Sunday School 

Times Company at the retail prices, postage 
free, unless otherwise stated (as net). 


The Boy Who Could K a Secret.—His father 
was a soldier, and he, too, dreamed of being a sol- 
dier. He decided that the best way to get ready was 
to take care of his mother while his father was absent, 
and to obey her. Obedience was comparatively easy 
until she had to leave him for a time with a native 
nurse in Japan. The author of ‘‘ Mrs. Wiggs of the 
Cabbage Patch”’ tells the story of the weeks when his 
mother was absent, and of the mysterious secret con- 
fided to his faithful care. It is a wholesome story 
of a life-like boy. (Captain June. By Mrs. Alice 
Hegan Rice. Century. $1.) 


The Evolution of Japan.—What is the secret of 
Japan’s superiority? Dr. Griffis traces it to white 
ancestry —that of the Ainus, speaking an Aryan 
tongue, whose descendants are now scattered over 
the northern islands of the archipelago. In view of 
this development—slow until within half a century, 
but . since the days of the epoch-making open- 
ing of the ports by Commodore Perry, he sees the 
day when the sturdy Japanese, once ignored, will be 
the mediators in the union of East and West. (7he 
Japanese Nation in Evolution, By William Elliot 
Griffis, D.D. Crowell. $1.25, net.) 


All About the Home Department.—What is the 
Home Department? What will it do for the Sun- 
day-school, the church, and the community? How 
may a Department be organized? What supplies 
‘are necessary? Mrs. Stebbins, out of the experience 
gained from years of field work for the Home De- 
partment, gives full and antlers answers to these 
and many other questions. here is a chapter of 
hints for socials and special days, and another of 
telling incidents of Home Department work. (The, 
Home Department of To-day. By Mrs. Flora V. 
Stebbins. The Sunday School Times Company. 25 
cents, net.) 


For Workers With Little Children.—Anything 
on the subject of religious education from the pen of 
the well-known Lutheran authority, Dr. Theodore 
E. Schmauk, is entitled to thoughtful attention. His 
unpretentious booklet is chiefly a plea for the teach- 
ing of Lutheran children, up to the age of six, in 
Lutheran schools. Incidentally it is a stricture on 
Froebel, although it proposes to borrow his name, 
‘‘ Kindergarten,” and some Froebelian methods, yet 
without apparent realization of the fundamental prin- 
ciples of the Froebelian system. Dr. Schmauk has 
with brevity brought out interesting historical facts 
concerning the development of schools for very young 
children, especially in connection with deaconess 
horses, hospitals, or training schools. His free use 
ef the term ‘‘ Kindergarten” will be challenged by 
Froebel experts. The booklet is suggestive for all 
workers with little children, although it is written en- 
tirely'in Lutheran interests. (Zhe Christian Kin- 
dergarten, General Council Publication House. 15 
cents.) 


G. Stanley Hall on Youth.—No one, whose opinion 
is worth taking, would for a moment deny that Dr. 
G. Stanley Hall is the premier expert in the psy- 
chology and biology of youth or adolescence. He 
first made this important period of life a subject in 
itself. His masterly two-volume work issued not 
very long ago is, however, too bulky and detailed for 
the average person to handle. On request, therefore 
Dr. Hall has written a convenient octavo volume of 
less than four hundred pages intended to make the 
results of his immense investigations in this field 
available for more ordinary use. He discusses the 
motor powers; manual education; play; faults and 
crimes; intellectual, moral, and religious training ; 
social ideals; youth biography; and the education of 
girls. It is hardly necessary to say that even this 
lesser book is a mine of facts. When it comes to in- 
ferences and educational theories the best that one 
can do is to ponder them. Dr. Hall is not mrt a 
scientific investigator, but a brilliant writer with a 
wealth of vocabulary rarely equaled. (Youth, its 
Education, Regimen, and Hygiene. By G. Stanley 
Hall, Ph.D., LL.D. Appleton. } $1.50). 


Reaching and Holding the Boys.—In the preface 
to the new edition of ‘‘ The Boy Problem ” Dr. Forbush 
frankly confesses to altered opinions which have 
come through widened experience ; and the newer 
portions are acceptably marked by a resulting liber- 
ality of statement. The book is a mine of informa- 
tion for those who would work with boys. The 
Sunday-school worker will find most help in the 
matter of work outside of the school session ; but 
perhaps that is the work that needs most emphasis. 
The bibliographies following the chapters are full 
and comprehensive ; one need scarcely look farther 
for a guide to the literature of the subject: The 
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chapter on “ The Boy in the Home” is significant of 
the greater emphasis which the new volume places 
on the fireside problems. (7he Boy Problem. By 
William Byron Forbush. New edition—rewritten. 
Pilgrim Press ; $1.00.) 

In dealing with boys, Dr. Forbush and others have 
used successfully the Order of the Knights of King 
Arthur. This organization is fully explained in a 
handbook by Forbush and Masseck. (Zhe Boys’ 
Round Table. By William Byron Forbush and 
Frank Lincoln Masseck. Knights of King Arthur, 
Pottsdam, New York. 25 cents.) 





WORTH REPEATING 





= 
The Meaning of Samson 
From “ The Sinless Christ” by the late George T. Purves D.D., LL.D. 


TIS really quite difficult for us to rouse much ad- 
miration for Samson. Looked at from the dis- 
tance at which we live from him, and from the 

height of culture to which we have attained, he ap- 
pears like amere Jewish Hercules, a gigantic devel- 
ye of muscle without any corresponding powers 
of mind or character. We do not read of his having 
done anything which impresses us as either wise or 
noble. He appears in our eyes a mere manslayer, a 
rude, coarse, sensual brute, though somewhat witty 
and courageous, playing his bioody pranks upon the 
Philistines with the jollity of a sportsman: joking 
with them while plotting their destruction ; and com- 
bining with his mighty physical strength the most 
depraved animal passions. The only quality about 
him that we would call a virtue was his total absti- 
nence, and yet he is continually reminding us that 
even total abstinence does not make a man a saint. 

It is not strange that many a modern reader of the 
Bible should stumble over the story of Samson and 
ask how it is possible'to believe that such a man was 
really raised up by God to do such work and live 
such a life. There is, however, a very simple prin- 
ciple which helps us to meet “this difficulty, a princi- 
ple in accordance with which the whole Bible is con 
structed. That is, that if God would make a revela- 
tion, he must do it in language or other symbols of 
thought which those to whom the revelation is given 
can understand. If you wishto explain anything to 
a child, you do not read him the definition given of 
it in Webster’s Unabridged Dictionary, but you use 
short and familiar words, and you point him to some 
specific example, which has come within the limited 
range of his experience, from which he can grasp 
your idea. Even so, you do not suppose for a 
moment that the child has fully grasped your thought. 
All you hope to do is to give him some idea of what 
a mean which will serve his purpose until his mind 

as grown and he is able to take in the whole truth. 

In accordance with this recognized principle has God 
proceeded in the communication of his thought and 
will to men. 

If, then, we apply this principle to the story of Sam- 
son, we are to remember the condition of Israel when 
he lived. They were a half-civilized nation-of moun- 
taineers, a collection of tribes without any central 
government, scattered along the hills of Palestine. 
There was but little serious observance of the Mosaic 
laws and ritual, while at the same time Jehovah was 
held to be their national Deity and invisible King, 
and the ark and the priesthood at Shiloh were re- 
minders of the God whom their fathers had served 
centuries before. The times of the Judges in Israel 
were times of lawlessness and confusion so great that 
only the establishment of David’s monarchy saved 
the state from destruction and the religion of Moses 
from oblivion. In particular, the moral life of the 
Hebrews had sadly deteriorated. Multitudes had 
gone after the gods of the Philistines and those im- 
pure Phoenician deities whose worship was an infamy 
whose service was open sin. The whole nation was 
corrupted by these associations and, as might be ex- 
pected, fell a none to their heathen neighbors. For 
forty years the Hebrews were subject to the Philis- 
tines. The spectacle presented is that of utter weak- 
ness,—weakness cs a nation, weakness as a religion, 
weakness as a people, and asindividuals. Allseemed 
to be going to destruction, and the reason was that 
Israel had forsaken God and did not observe his law. 

Now, to make them realize just this one truth, that 
in God was their strength, does Samson appear to 
have been raised up. He was consecrated to Jehovah 
from his birth, and his abstinence from wine and 
his uncut hair were the signs of his consecration. 
God endowed him with supernatural strength so long 
as he kept his Nazirite vow. In his personal charac- 
ter he shared all the vices and follies of his race and 
age. He was morally weak, just as they were weak. 
He delighted in adventure as a true mountaineer. 
He frolicked with danger like a genuine barbarian. 
But he was gigantically strong in body so long as he 
kept his vow. The country rang with the fame of 
his exploits. The Philistine oppressors trembled at 
his coming. What did he make them realize? 
Simply this, that God could give strength to those 
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who kept his law. The truth was presented in a way 
which the rude marauders of both Judwa and 
Philistia would feel. Had he been a man of lofty 
spiritual character the lesson would not have been 
as impressive. Jehovah can give supernatural 
strength to those who observe his vows. The infer- 
ence was, Let Israel obey him, and she too will be- 


‘come strong again. In proportion as her obedience 


grows will her strength and power grow. If by 
obedience to the mere vow of the Nazirite Samson 
was invincible, how invincible, as a nation and asa 
church might Israel become if obedient to the whole 
moral law which God had given her. By the happy 
though unnatural strength of this Nazirite were the 
Hebrews taught to stand in reverence before Jehovah, 
and to seek for help again in him by disobeying 
whom all their disasters had been brought about. 

For the same reason, no doubt, has the story of 
Samson been preserved to us. We are not called 
upon to admire his character. He is nohero for us to 
imitate. He simply crystallizes, in his titanic figure 
the idea of strength through obedience to God, and 
itis for us to apply this truth with that broader 
knowledge of what obedience consists in, and the 
finer ideal of what divine strength really is, which has 
been taught by one of which Samson, in his rude, 
fierce way, was to his own age an impressive type. 





For Children at Home 





Auntie’s Explanation 
By Ruth Winant 


ACK MARSDEN’S forehead was all screwed up 
one Sunday afternoon, but it cleared upon 
hearing Aunt May’s step in the hall. He called 

and she came, to see in his hand a collection envelope 
marked: ‘ ye Offering for Medical Missions.’ 

‘¢ Auntie,” he said, ‘‘ What are Medical Missions ?” 

Auntie stop ed, and then said, ‘‘I’ll tell you a 
story that will explain what they are.” Settling 
herself in the big arm-chair, she began : 

* Over in the land of Africa, in South Nyassa, in 
the village of Bangala, lived a boy and girl named 
Kasagama and Adaora. Kasagama is ten and Ada- 
ora eight years old, but young as he is, he has taken 
care of his sister since their father was killed in an 
elephant hunt when she was but five. Kasagama 
always knew what to do for his sister, but one night 
he was puzzled. Adaora was sick. All night Ka- 
sagama held her, pushing her hair back from her 
burning forehead, and gre J her thin little hands. 

‘‘Now Africans think sickness is a devil in a 
person, and burn people thinking to let the devil 
out. Kasagama wouldn't hear of this being done to 
Adaora and was wondering what to do, when a 
band of men came along who were going to Chiole, 
White-Man’s town, thirty miles away. There, Kasa- 
gama had heard, were Tesue-tevters, who didn’t use 
irons, One of the band, noting Adaora’s fever, 
offered to take her to Chiole. Kasagama? No, 
he couldn’t go, there was no room in their cart for 
big, strong boys. Kasagama hesitated, but a groan 
from the little lips decided him, and he nodded to 
the men to take her,—nodded I say, because there was 
a queer something that made his throat feel as though 
he had swallowed a whole breadfruit. But he made 
a plan, and it was this: To go to Chiole, if he walked 
every step of the way. 

‘*Wour days later, standing at the hospital door 
at Chiole, is a boy of ten. Tired, footsore, and hun- 
gry, he attracts the attention of the medical mis- 
sionary (a doctor and a missionary in one, you know), 
and is taken into the grounds and fed, while his 
poor, burning, blistered feet are rubbed with a 
soothing something he has never seen before. Then 
he is taken to the children’s ward foranap. And 
heré, in the first bed he has ever seen, is Adaora. é 

‘* Such a meeting as followed! For you have surely 
guessed that the boy is Kasagama. After a rest, he 
comes and looks at pictures with her, pictures sent 
by children in America, Let us look, too. 

‘“‘It is a shepherd now, and.in his arms is a baby 
lamb, and beside him are many sheep. Kasagama 
looks at it a long time,and then huskily says,‘ Doesn’t 
he look kind?’ Adaora lifts it tenderly off the. pile, 
showing the last: A manis sitting on a stone well 
with a baby in his arms, and around him are a 
number of children. There are mothers there, too. 
Long and silently the two look at him, and Adaora 
whispers, ‘I love him.’ As she speaks, a nurse 
comes by, and seeing the picture says, ‘His name 
is Jésus, and it was he who told us to build this hos- 

ital where Adaora might get well again; for Jesus 
oves the children, —yes, dear, you and Kasagama, 
too,’ she adds, answering the former's look of inquiry. 

** And this,” auntie said, ‘‘is what we call medical 
missions.” 

Next Sunday Jack’s envelope was the fattest in his 
class, and his teacher asked him the reason, and he 
said: ‘* Oh, just on account of Kasagama and Adaora.” 

New York Ciry. 
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The Best 
TONIC | 


For the restoration of energy 
and vitality; the relief of mental 
and nervous exhaustion, impaired 
digestion or appetite, there is no 
remedy so beneficial as 


HORSF ORD'S 
Acid Phosphate 


It is a scientific and carefully 
prepared preparation of the phos- 
phates that provides the tonic 
and nerve food needed to improve 
the general health. 

If your druggist can’t suppl: ons Fr Prove 

» postage paid, 


cents to RumFrorp Cuasnent. Wens 
dence, R. I., for 

















CHRISTMAS MUSIC 


New S.S. Services or Pro rams 
WELCOME THE KING, by Ira tag 
THE CHRISTMAS MESS GE, by E. & _ ey 


THE ROYAL GUEST, by E. 8. Lorena 
Usual panes. Send & cents in stamps for a 
sample of each of the three. 


Christmas Treasury No. i8 
Recitation, Exercise, Drill and Tableau Book- 
let. Exceptional Primary Material. 15 cents 
per copy postpaid. 


S$. $. Cantatas (Sacred and Humorous) 
SANTA HAS THE GRIP, Now 1007, by Wilson 
OLD ERIS KRINGLE, Gabriel 
SANTAY b SURPRISE P. RTY, by Parks 
KING OF KINGS, (Sacred) New 1907, b 


rens 
GLORIA IN EXCELSIS, (Sacred) by Lorenz 
Mention this paper, send 15 cents, and get 
these five canta on omen. 
tur “9d postpaid if not paid for. 


Catalugue of Sunday schoc! Sleadi anthems, 


sheet, music, male chorus iausic, organ musio, 
free by mentioning paper. 


THE Lorenz PUBLISHING co. 
16-318 W. Fifth St. 
AYTON, OHIO 


"To be re- 











CHRISTMAS MUSIC 


THE, GIFT OF LOVE. A new concert exercise by 
Prand Fillmore. Price, 5 cents 

GATES Ley. 
aie H. ques el 


A new concert ~ by 
Price, 5 cents. 
JOYFU ia NaS. 
hian. 


A af consees exercise by 
Powell G. Price, 5 
RECITATIONS, DIALOG UES AND MUSIC, No. 
A new co tS rice 


10 cents. 
THE ORPHANS’ CHRISTMAS EVE. A new play 
for children, without music. rice, 10 cents. 


SANTA CL Us. pe = ae Cantata by 


yabriel. 
THE HOLIDAYS GRAND REVIEW. A new can- 
day schools by Mrs 


tata for Sunday-schools anc 
Guptill and J. H. Fillmore. Price, 30 cents. 
Our catalog, with full descriptions ‘of all kinds of 
Christmas entertainments and music, with special 
offers as to prices, malléd free. Ask for it. 


FILLMORE MUSIC HOUSE 


528 Elm St., 41-43 Bible House, 
Cincinnati, Ohio. New York. 


WHAT HAPPENED TO SANTA 


A new Christmas cantata for children. By W. M. 
Craic and C. L, Lucas. Price, 20 cents. Very 
effective. Easy to render, and sure to please. 


The Christ Child in Ari, Story and Song 
(The Children’s Messian.) Compiled and ar- 
ranged Ly Mart Rugr Horsr. Price, 20 cents, 
Now a standard work. A great entertainment. 

Christmas Songs of Many Nations 


Compiled and arranged as an entertainment by 
KaTHertng WaLLacs Davis. Price, 25 cents. 


Send for descriptive circulars. 


CLAYTON F, SUMMY CO., Publishers 
220 Wabash Ave., = = = Chicago, IN. 


CHRISTMAS SERVICES 


BELLS OF cence | 








FOLLOWING THE STAR. { Samples of four, 


THE SONG CELESTIAL. —— 

THE CHILD OF PROMISE. - 

SANTA'S PERPLEXITY. Cantatz. for young folks. 
ie and go inevery line.) Price, 25 cents. Send | 
or sample. 

THE SHEPHERD KING. 
greatest of recent years. 
count. Send for sample. 

NEW CHRISTMAS ANTHEMS: Samples Free to 


Choirmasters. For ~ by all dealers. 
ia.: Leer y Arch St. 
HALL-MACK GO. } Sew Wort; spe Fitch Aye: 


"NEW CHRISTMAS MUSIC 


Two beautiful services by R. Frank Lehman and 
August Krapf; brilliant, melodious, not difficult. Send 
5 cents for four samples. including two of 1906. 

A new Chr*stengs Anthem for choirs, y August 
Krapt, ** is From The Realms Ot Glory”; 
—_ ad ective ; price 15 cents 

w hymn book for 


Cantata for Choirs; 
Price, 50 cents, less dis- 








Sunday-Schools will be 
aane early in 1 Write for rticulars; also direc- 
tions *‘ How to form a Sunday-School Orchestra.’” 


R. Frank Lehman, 1308 Arch St., Philadelphia 
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The Missionary’s Christmas Box 


By Stella T. Payson 








Is There a Suggestion Here for Other “Home Churches”? 


HE missionary and his wife sat at 
the round table in their sitting- 
room planning for Christmas. It 


was so unusual for them to have an eveh- 
ing together that they were enjoying it 


very thoroughly. Outside, the wild storm 
raged over the prairie, but in the cozy 


room it was very pleasant. The cooking- 


stove, which was their only means of 
heating, had been brought into this room 
when winter set in. The two upstairs 
bedrooms had been closed up, and also 
the ‘‘lean-to"' kitchen. The bare and 
empty parlor had been turned into a 
family bedroom, and, as bedding was 
insufficient, three curly heads could be 
seen on the pillows of one bed, 

By keeping the door between the two 
rooms open, one fire was made to serve 
for the warming of both rooms, and this 
was a very necessary economy where 
nothing was plentiful but work, and 
everything was high except pay. 

John and Marion Campbell sat by 
their table, side by side, so. that they 
might whisper, and planned their Christ- 
mas gleefully. Three rag-dolls, carefully 
dressed (for Willie loved a doll as well 
as his sisters), were exhibited. A cart 
made of a’salt-box,. with solid and some- 
what humpy wheels and a seat capable 
of holding all the dolls, and a boat with 
cotton sails and cordage of cotton thread, 
—these were the gifts. 

‘«O Jack, I do wish we could give 
something to all the children ! . Those 
poor little Simpsons never had a Christ- 
mas, nor the Clarks, nor any of those 
little. ones in the new settlement.*’ 

«« Well, dear,’’ said her husband, ‘‘ per- 
haps we can do something. How much 
money have we in our giving-box ?’’ 

‘« Very little,’ answered his wife, tak- 
ing down a box from the shelf. ‘+ Sev- 
emty-seven cents,’"’ she added after 
carefully counting. ‘*Not enough for 
anything."’ 

‘¢ Well, I don’t know,"’ said the mis- 
sionary ; ‘‘if we had something to make 
bags out of, and get seventy-seven cents’ 
worth of candy, perhaps we could give 
one for every child. .I used to love the 
muslin bags of candy on the tree at 
home.*’ 

‘*Count up the children,’’ said his 
wife, excitedly. ‘‘ Never mind ours. IM 
make them some molasses candy, and 
pull it, and they'll have their dolis and 
the cart and boat. While youcount, I'll 
hunt for some muslin in my trunk.”’ 
Wrapping herself warmly, she lighted a 
lamp, and hurried up the stairs to the 
cold rooms above. 

Shortly, she came back with a torn 
window-curtain and a child’s muslin 
dress, torn and faded. 

*‘Splendid !”* cried her husband, 
«* Now I've counted all the children in 
the settlement, and there are thirty-seven, 
including Annie Simpson, who is fifteen 
and has a beau, and the Schmidt twins 
just a week old.’ 

They chatted merrily as they worked, 
she cutting out bags and sewing with 
bright red wool, and he raveling the 
old red stocking from which the wool 
was supplied. 

*¢ No letters to-day, Jack ?** she asked, 
presently. 

‘*Nothing but the reports from the 
Mission Board,"’ he answered, ‘‘I haven't 
opened them yet,’’ and he drew out an 
official-looking envelope and opened it. 
«« Ah, here's a note from Stanton. What's 
he got to say now, I wonder. He's a 
splendid: worker,—why, Marion, why— 
just listen to this—"" 


e 





Mrs, Campbell looked at him in 
amazement ; his face was flushed, his 
eyes shining with delight. 


** DEAR CAMPBELL : 

I’m iorwarding to you 
packed by the Willing Workers of the 
old home church in the East. I don’t know 
what’s in it, but they said if possible they 
wanted it sent to you. You will receive & 
about the 2oth, and I hopé it is full of all 
the good things which you and your good 
wife so well deserve, Best wishes for a 
Happy Christmas, 

Yours in the work, 
ELMER J. STANTON, 


to-day a box 


On December 20 John Campbell but- 
toned his meager overcoat, pulled the 
flaps of his cloth Cap well over his ears, 
put on mittens, and drove fifteen miles to 
the nearest railway station. 

A great disappointment awaited him. 
The only thing on the platform was a 
great packing-case, and as he sat rue- 
fully looking around he could see no 
other box of any kind. 

He got out and walked up and down 
the bare, wind-swept platform, and sat 
for a moment on the solitary packing- 
case. He.was sitting on the great black 
sprawling letters of the address, and all 
at once his eye caught two or three letters 
under the edge of his coat, ‘* Rev."’ 
With a bound he came to his feet. He 
could hardly believe his eyes, but there 
it was, taking a whole side of the case, 
‘Rev, John Campbell.’’ This was his 
box—a packing-case! Never had they 
thought of this—not in their wildest 
dreams. He looked about for help in 
managing his unwieldy acquisition. See- 
Ing a man swinging along the roadway 
from a distant group of houses, he sat on 
his box and waited. It proved to be 
Mark Turner, the ‘station agent,’’ who 
hailed him cheerfully. 

‘Hello, parson, your new meeting- 
house has come, I see.’’ 

* Yes, and I don’t know how I'm to 


get it home, Mark,” answered the 
minister. 
‘‘Oh, [ve got it all planned,’’ said 


Mark, ‘* they put that thing off the ‘six’ 
freight this morning, and I sez to myself 
‘Parson’s hoss’ll never be able to haul 
that there Ark to Plainsville,’ so I goes 
over to Joel, and borrows his two nags. 
You give Bess a good feed and rest in his 
barn, and he'll bring her home to-mor- 
row and fetch back his animiles ; how's 
that fer a scheme ?’’ 

‘*Just the thing, Mark ; awfully good 
of you to think of it.’’ 

‘*Don’t you believe it, parson. You 
set on your box, and I'M drive Bess over 
to Joel’s and come back for you.’’ 

This plan of Mark's was carried out to 
the letter, and in the dusk of the winter's 


‘day John Campbell drove merrily home, 


seated on top of his ‘‘ meetin’ -house.”’ 

The children had been gotten off to 
bed early, and the lean-to door opened so 
that a little warmth might creep in there, 
and here the box, with much tugging and 
pushing, came finally to rest. 

Mrs. Campbell's amazement was equal 
to her husband’s when she saw the size 
of the box, and both were almost too ex- 
cited to eat when they sat down to their 
belated tea. 

After tea, when they had made sure 
that the children were asleep, they closed 
the doors and crept like guilty things out 
to the lean-to. At last the box was 
opened, and right on top was carefully 
folded a heavy woolen patched quilt. 


( Continued on next page, second column) 
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OF ALL AGES 








PAUL REVERE’S RIDE 
By Henry W. LONGFELLOw. 
The most popular of our American patriotic 
poems, pu’ published for the first time in a separate 


edition. Illustrated with pen and ink 
wings and decorations. § "$1.00. 


MOTHER GOOSE IN 
SILHOUETTES 


Cut BY KATHARINE G, BUFFUM. 
The more tamiliar Mother Goose rhymes 
illustrated with quaint and amusing silhouettes. 
* The entire collection is as ingenious as it is 


amusing.” — 7ranscript, Boston. 
Illustrated. 75 cents. 


THE CAMP-FIRE OF 
MAD ANTHONY 


By Everett T. TOMLINSON, 


merican R the pany sterling stories of the 

American Revolution by Dr. Tomlinson there is 

noneof a her order of excellence than ‘The 

Camp-Fire PMad rae *"— Newark News. 
Illustrated. $1.50 


FRIENDS AND COUSINS 
By ABBIE FARWELL BROWN. 


Sees fancy and imagination are ve: 
engagingly and very naturally portrayed, an 
the incidents are all such as will insure the 
outhful interest. a" Banner. 
Illustrated. $1.00 


HARRY’S RUNAWAY 
By OLIVE THORNE MILLER. 


A whol and a book for younger 
boys, telling of the poem of a runaway i 

oungster and the direful results of his wrong- 
alee While writing a book of adventure, Mrs. 
Miller draws a strong moral. 

Illustrated in color. $1.25. 


FAITHLESS NELLY 
GRAY 


By Tuomas Hoop. 


Hood’s most famous humorous poem 
lished in a holiday booklet and illustrated pat 
old-fashioned cuts b Rob bert Seaver, after the 
style of his “* John Gilpin.’ 75 cents. 


Send for our Juvenile Catalogue. 
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| ned booklet, Leadership in Bible 
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Training School, New Y 
Drop us a card, and with the above we will include 
a prospectus of approved and tested Bible courses. 


The Young Men’s Christian Association Press 
3 West Twenty-ninth Street 
(Mention this paper.) New York 


BIBLE STUDY 
BOOK FREE 


A complete Synopsis of Bible Study 
of great value to all students of the 
Word, Send postal card request to 
Scofield Bible Correspondence School, 
Room 940, 1g0 Nassau St., New York. 





























Xmas Candy Boxes 
Beautiful Xmas Cards 


Exquisite Fancy Calendars 


Our 120-page Holiday Catalogue gives illu arene 
and descriptions of our enormous stock of Holiday 
Supplies, Bibles, Rewards, Supplies for the + 
day-school, etc.—free for the asking. Send fo 

our catalogue to-day—while you think of tit. 


MacCALLA & CO., Inc., 3f,Poc* st 


NEW CHRISTMAS MUSIC 


stamps, and 
we will ~~ to your address four sample programs. 
(The best.) Each service containing «6 pages, 12 
songs, responsive mee and many recitations, 
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Bigger and _better—thirty-two 
songs never before published, an 
by the late Jonn R. Sweeney. 


“ The King’s Business,” 
" The Glory Song,” 
“ Grace Enough for Me,” etc. 


A sample copy will convince you. 


Prices—Manila binding, $10 a hundred; single 
copy, rs cents. Cloth board, $s. a hun- 
dred; single copy, 25 cents. ‘Address, 


PARLEY E. ZARTMANN 
Winona Lake, - - INDIANA 
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: Without a word Mrs, Campbell gathered 
{it up, took it into the sitting-room and, 
, having aired and warmed it, spread it 
over the children. 

She came back with her eyes shinning. 

“If there wasn’t another thing but 
that, I'd think it a great thing,”’ she 
said. 

Her husband pointed to two letters 
lying next, ‘‘To the missionary,’’ ‘‘To 
the missionary’s wife, Private.’” These 
they opened. His contained a few 
sentences ot kindly wishes, the informa- 
tion that the box was packed for them 
personally, but there were probably some 
things they could not use,—for instance, 
ten ladies’ coats, —but they had sent them 
hoping that they could be distributed, 

‘¢ Well, I guess,** said Mr. Campbell. 

Mrs. Campbell refused to let him see 
hers, and so they begin to unpack. Oh, 
the wonders that were revealed—quilts, 
blankets, canned goods, packages of tea, 
boots fresh from the store, socks and 
stockings, books, toys, dolls, candy, 
toques, caps, clothing, quantities of 
warm flannel garments, evidently newly- 
made for this very box, nuts, and on the 
bottom two great parcels carefully tied 
and directed, one to the missionary, one 
to his wife. In his parcel was a fur- 
lined overcoat, to which was pinned an 
apologetic note, ‘‘ 1 have grown too stout 
to wear this,’’ with no signature, a fur 
cap, and a pair of heavy lined gloves. 
In hers, a dress warm and pretty, ‘‘ fitted 
on your old friend Anna Archibald,”’ 
and almost ready to wear, a pair of dainty 
bed-room slippers, four or five pretty 
collars, six handkerchiefs of the daintiest 
and finest linen, and a pair of Angora 
gloves. 

That night, before they went to bed 
they made a list of every family in the 
district, and their children. Out of the 
abundance of that box some Christmas 
joy was sent toevery house. Every little 
girl had a doll, every boy a toy or book, 
and each child some warm garment. 

The parents were given a package of 
tea, two cans of some one of the canned 
supplies, candy and nuts for the chil- 
| dren’s stockings, and according to their 
need the garments in the box were dis- 
The missionary’s children 
pever had such a Christmas, the 





| tributed. 


had 


| new garments, the dolls and toys, and | 


books, the new boots for everybody, 


| frosted fruit-cake,—all were marvelous in 
their eyes. 
the most surprised of any, for in the toe 
of his sock he found a crisp ten-dollar 
bill. 

‘‘It came in the little note marked 
‘ Private,’ ’’ whispered his wife, when he 
looked at her questioningly. 

St. Jouns, N. B. 


te? 
Samson: Type of What ? 


(Continued from page 582) 


‘with a Philistine woman. 





which came out of the box, the big | 


But perhaps ‘‘ Daddy’’ was | 
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trayed him, Afterward he was vexed 
because of her being given to another 
man, and sent a hundred and fifty pairs 
of torch-bearing foxes through the Philis- 
tine grain-fields. In revenge they burnt 
his wife and her father. Samson in his 
turn ‘*smote them hip and thigh.’’ 
Called to account for this, he submitted 
to arrest by his countrymen of Judah, 
bu: on being handed over to the Philis- 
tines he made a fierce and unexpected 
onslaught, which resulted in the battle 
of Lehi (Jawbone), and the decisive de- 
feat of the Philistines. He celebrated 
this victory in an untranslatable rollick- 
ing nonsense song (Judg. 15 * 16): 
** At (or, with the) Jawbone of the Ass— 

O an ass, a couple of she-asses ! 

At (or, with the) Jawbone of the Ass 

I smote a thousand men,’’ 


We may assume that this victory made 
Samson judge of Israel, the death of Jair 
occurring about this time. From the 
situation and the silence of the narrative 
we may infer that the man gave up his 
reckless habits when he found grave re- 
sponsibilities resting upon him. But 
after a public career of twenty years his 
vigilance relaxed, and he fell back into 
his old ways. 

The narrative does not inform us 
whether Samson and Delilah were mar- 
ried. However this may have been, he 
risked fame and life and usefulness and 
public justice in having anything to do 
But the risks 
made the thing exciting, and he yielded 
to the temptation. Probably he found 
his duties unexciting and monotonous, 
and had a craving for a change. 

He risked stiJl more by visiting her 
at Sorek, instead of taking her home ; 
but this was part of the fun. He liked 
the sensation of risk, and grew foolish 
in enjoying it. 

When she bound him with the withes, 
it became clear that either she too was 
playing with fire, or else she was treacher- 
oustohim. The danger became the more 
evident with each of her successive at- 
tempts ; but it was delicious to see. the 
cheek with which’ Delilah carried it off. 
And then the poor thing was really so 
dead in love with him! As asportsman 
he could not stop now, in the middle of 
the game. And indeed the game was 
so fascinating that he did not wish to 
stop. 

So he kept fooling with the temptation. 
Perhaps he said to himself that he was 
safe because he would never for one in- 
stant think of giving up his hold on the 
divine Spirit But his playing with 
temptation gradually weakened that hold 
until it failed. _Its failure was followed 
by the loss of its outward emblem, his 
long hair, and by the outward fall of 
the man himself. 

All this is typical, is it not ? and replete 
with wholesome warning. How it pic- 
tures the folly of bad beginnings, the 
dangers that beset the boy of.promise, 
who knows the right, but is disposed to 
think that the right is slow, that he 
wants a more spicy life! It illustrates 
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William Sanday, D.D., LL.D., Litt.D. 
8vo. Cloth, $1.75, net. 





The present volume ts composite in its 
origin ; and yet, although it was some- 
thing of an afterthought to print the 
papers of which it is composed to- 
gether, ~~ have a considerable de- 
of unity, both of time and pur- 
pose. All but one have been written 
within very little more than a year; 
and in several cases, as will be readily 
seen, one has grown out of another. 
The nucleus of the volume is formed 
y four lectures delivered in response 
to an invitation from Cambridge.— 
From the Preface. 


For sale by all booksellers. 
Send for Catalogue. 
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NOTES 


jn my pocket constantly, and have almost worn 
out from month to month the volumes I have re- 
ceived. I consider that Dr. Pell is making one of 
the finest contributions to Christian literature that 
has ever been made, and I feel sure there is noth- 
ing superior to it coming from the press of the 
world at present. I realize that this is strong lan- 
guage, but I speak advisedly, inasmuch as I have 
before me constantly the very best of this charac- 
ter of literature covering a large part of the world.” 
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the ‘‘ Mottern Superintendent.”’ 
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** Her Own Story.’’ Every Sun- 
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contain a copy of this remarkable 
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Contains pages, 25 illustrations, 
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Shall the Sunday-School 





The Poor and the Prisoners 


Following the suggestion made in The 
Sunday School Times a few years ago, the 
Anchorage Sunday-school undertook to have 
a ‘*Giving Christmas.” The first attempt 
proved such a splendid success that in each 
succeeding year the plan has been repeated. 

On the appointed evening the entire school 
was assembled to'see the gifts that had been 
brought for distribution to those who ex- 
pected little or no Christmas. During the 
day bundles and baskets had arrived con- 
taining an endless variety of articles, while a 
force of workers was on hand to receive and 
arrange the gifts. By the time the evening 
exercises began, everything was in readiness, 
In the center of the platform was the ‘‘ altar 
of gifts’? in the form of a massive pyramid 
built of barrels of potatoes, apples, packages 
of groteries, canned fruits, toys, books, 
quantities of clothing, shoes, gloves, sacks 
of meal and flour. ‘This was decorated with 
holly from Breathitt County, Kentucky, sent 
to the school by one of its mountain mis- 
sionaries. Around the base of the pyramid 
was an arrangement of well- filled candy 
boxes, making the entire display very effect- 
ive. In addition to all these was a record 
stating that’ seventy bushels of coal and 
$39.50 in cash had been given, These cash 
subscriptions go into She treasury of a charity 
fund, which is available during she ensuing 
year to meet cases of distress and to purchase 
food and other necessaries as occasion de- 
mands. 

During the exercises the altar of gifts was 
consecrated to the Lord. ‘There were pres- 
ent to speak to the school one of the former 
missionaries to Letcher County, in the moun- 
tains of Kentucky, where the school has a 
representative in mission work, and the 
superintendent of work for colored people in 
the city of Louisville, to whom some of these 
gifts were to be sent, 

The day following the exercises the gifts 
were sorted and packages made up for the 
various families who were to receive them. 
Typewritten lists of the families with number 
and age of the children had been made, each 
family being considered separately before 
being placed on the list. Seven vehicles 
took gifts to the various homes, 

Included in the Christmas work of this 
school was the writing of 233 letters and the 
donation of 133 copies of the New Testa- 
ment to the inmates of the penitentiaries of 
Kentucky. ‘These were sent through the 
prison committee of the State Christian En- 
deavor Society. This committee provides a 
Christmas entertainment at each of the peni- 
tentiaries, and on the Christmas tree are 
placed letters and Testaments. Societies 
and Sunday-schools were asked to provide 
sufficient letters that each cunvict may re- 
ceive one. These letters are not addressed 
to the prisoners by name, nor are they signed 
by the writer. The prisoners are delighted to 
receive them, as to many they are the only 
letters received in a whole year. 

In some cases men have pleaded for them, 
and have. been influenced by them to lead 
Christian lives. The members of the school 
are now asked to pledge themselves to write 
one letter a month to some individual pris- 
oner, and to pray for his conversion. This 
may be the means of carrying salvation to 
many a neglected soul. 

The occasion was one of greater joy to the 
members of the Anchorage Sunday-school 








Pleasant Summer 
Right Food the Cause 


A Wisconsin woman says: 

‘*T was run down and weak, troubled 
with nervousness and headache for the 
last six years. The least excitement 
would make me nervous and cause se- 


| vere headache. 


‘*This summer I have been eating 
Grape-Nuts regularly, and feel better 


| than for the six years past. 


Nesiaaiee! 


| and nervousness, and weigh more than 


**I am not troubled with headache 


| | ever have before in my life. 
| five pounds in one week.” 
Name given by Postumi Co., 
Creek, Mich. Read the book, 
Road to Wellville,” in pkgs. 
** There’s a Reason.” 


I gained 


Battle 
“« The 














than was ever before experienced, and thanks 
are due to The Sunday School Times and the 
Kentucky Christian Endeavor Society for the 
suggestions that have made this work so en- 
joyable.— Zhe Rev. James H. Taylor, An- 
chorage, Ky. 


Systematic and Sensible 


For four years the ‘‘ giving Christmas ’’ has 
been observed in the Metropolitan Presby- 
terian Sunday-school of Washington in the 
following manner : 

Through the organized charities of the city 
there were found in the vicinity of the 
church four families with children of all ages. 
These homes were visited by one person, who 
made friends with the parents. - After a few 
friendly visits she ascertained in detail ex- 
actly what articles of. clothing were most 
needed by each member of the family. To 
these articles were added some toy the child 
had wished for, or some luxury for the older 
ones. Opposite the name, age, and size of 
each individual the articles needed by him 
were written, 

Three weeks before Christmas each class 
in the school was assigned an individual for 
whom they were to provide Christmas things. 
The name of the individual was not given, as 
only'a few persons in the school knew to 
whom the gifts were to go, Those to re- 
ceive gifts were known by number, sex, and 
age, to the classes. The committee had cor- 
responding numbers with the name of the 
individual, The persons receiving gifts cor- 
responded as nearly as possible to the age 
and sex of the class giving the gifts. When 
a number of articles were needed for one 
person, or when the class was small, or too 
poor themselves to do much, two, or even 
three, classes were combined on one object. 
Here is a list just as it was given to the 
classes : 


No. 16; Miss Ingram and Mrs. Spilman 
teachers. 

Boy, eight years, small. 

Two suits of underwear. 

Two pairs of stockings, No. 7. 

Stocking cap. 

Suit of clothes, new or good second-hand. 

Mittens. 

Small purse with ten new pennies. 

Small train of cars. 

One box of candy., 

Two oranges. 

Two cans of tomatoes. 

One-half pound of tea. 

One pound of rice. 


To each list was added a few groceries, 
which were divided among the families as 
they needed them. The adult classes cared 
for the grown up members of the families 
helped. ‘The officers provided bedding, coal 
and household articles. The primaries took 
the babies. 

The Sunday before Christmas was a glori- 
ous day of giving. As the classes were 
called they came to the platform with their 
gifts. It was a sight for laughter and for 
tears. This time it required twenty of the 
discreet elders and deacons and good men of 
the church te convey the great bundles and 
baskets to the homes of the happy recipients, 
They were taken afier dark, when the chil- 
dren were in bed, and when there were no 
gaping neighbors abroad to comment. A 
Christmas tree had been sent on ahead, 

It was a goodly sight and a blessed oppor- 
tunity to see the groups of men that went out 
from the church in various directions. In 
one group was an elder with a basket on 
each arm, two deacons carrying a heavy 
clothes-basket between them, and another 
hauling a little red iron wagon that was to 
gladden a little boy’s heart, loaded with po- 
tatoes. Forty-three individuals were given 
Christmas. cheer from this school of less than 
four hundred. Several lonely and needy 
ones in the church were delicately remem- 
bered. As. visible results we have twelve 
children from these homes added to our 
school. 

More than one home has been transformed 
and helped to a basis of self-support by the 
practical supply of the necessities of life, and 
the kindly lift here and there. More than 
one heart that had long been given over to 
sin has come back to the Saviour, and re- 
ceived that greatest Gift. There is no other 
kind of Christmas “entertainment ’”’ that can 
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compare to the ** Giving Christmas.’’—Bedle 
Sparr Luckett, Washington, D. C. 
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Pans, Pies and Potatoes 


The Sunday-school of the First Methodist 
Episcopal Church, decided to have a giving 
Christmas according to the plans outlined in 
The Sunday School Times, and the classes 
took up the idea enthusiastically and heartily. 
On Christmas eve the church was full, and 
after a short program, the roll-call of classes 
began. There were twenty-eight classes, 
beside the Primary department. There was 
considerable mystery concerning the gift of 
each class, and a good deal of enthusiasm 
manifested. 

One large class of young ladies, dressed as 
nurses, each carrying a pair of towels on her 
arm, marched up and were met on the plat- 
form by a lady dressed as a Deaconess, who 
received their gifts in behalf of the Deaconess’ 
Home. 

A class of young men marched down the 
aisle, each carrying a live chicken. The 
chickens were dressed in tiny bonnets, capes 
and coats, with collars and ribbons adorning 
their necks. One was trundled in a doll 
carriage. They were placed in a coop on 
the platform which had been previously pre- 
pared, and were distributed to the sick and 
poor. 

Another class, led by their teacher, marched 
up to the beating of a dish-pan and washtub, 
and brought kitchen utensils. They stacked 
their brooms within the tub, where the pans, 
etc., were also deposited. 

A large class of Koreans came, bearing a 
sack of potatoes, bag of flour, and boxes of 
breakfast food, and deposited them on the 
platform. 

A little wagon, drawn by several little 
girls, contained presents and provisions for a 
poor family. 

The officers were represented by one of 
their number who presented a large pie, from 
which, on being cut, were drawn thirty one 
dollar bills, sewed to a long ribbon; an 
original poem, a parody on ‘‘ four and twenty 
blackbirds,’’ accompanied the pie. 

A large class of young ladies marched up 
the aisle, two by two, dressed in sheets, with 
pillow slips for bonnets, looking much like 
sisters of charity. They brought twenty-four 
sheets and pillow slips for The Settlement. 

The large Primary Department marched 
to the front, each member bearing a gift of 
provisions or canned fruit. 

A class of girls, as nurses, appeared bear- 
ing a stretcher, with what looked like a 
patient on it, but stretcher and patient proved 
to be nice warm blankets. 

One of the large Bible classes reported 
$77.60 in cash, raised for some special cases, 

One scholar reported six scrap books, 
made by the girls of her class, for the Day 
Nursery. 

Boys, dressed as bakers, with white caps 
and aprons, brought flour. 

Little girls, as fairies, bore a little wagon, 
draped in white, on which were provisions 
for a poor family. 

A band of Brownies brought a barrel of 
apples. 

Four girls bore a quilt which their class 
had pieced. 

Another class of girls brought canned fruit. 

The result of the evening’s giving was 
$213.70 in cash, and over $100 worth of 
provisions and linen ; the total gifts in money 
and goods would approximate $325. On 
every hand were heard such expressions as 
these: ‘ This is something like!” . ‘‘ The 
finest thing I ever saw!’’ *® Wasn’t -that 
splendid?’’ All declared it to be the best 








Is Sunday a Day of “ Don’ts”? 

If it is, many children will dread the com- 
ingof Sunday. Why not makeit a day of 
real happiness—the best day in the week? 
Many have done this in their homes, and 
have told about it in Pleasant Sunday 
Atternoons for the Children (50 cents: 
The Sunday School Times Company). 
It’s a book of practical plans,—Bible 
games, object lessons, inviting ways of 
learning Bible truths, and. suggestions 
about books. 


Get or Give at Christmas? 





Christmas the Sunday-school had ever cele- 
brated, and joined heartily in singing the 
Doxology at the close. —AMiss NV. J. Leonard, 
Redlands, Cal. 
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** How can we interest boys and girls in 
Bible study ?’’ The question has been satis- 
Sactorily answered in scores of churches where 
the leaflet ‘A Bible Study Campaign”’ has 
been circulated. Why not try it in your 
school? The Sunday School Times Co.; 2 
cents each, 50 cents a hundred. 


% 
Where the Baskets Went 


Two years ago two classes, in different 
St. Louis Sunday - schools, determined to 
make their Christmas gifts to the poor in a 
less haphazard manner than formerly. They 
wanted to be sure that every package brought 
by their members went just where it was 
needed. 

The first class,;—made up of clerks and 
other workers, all young men,—after confer- 
ence with teacher and pastor, instructed its 
secretary to write to one who was Samiliar 
with the homes in a needy section of the city 
for the names and addresses of twenty fami- 
lies, with a statement of all illuminating 
facts, especially the sex and exact age of 
every child in the household. When this 
list, carefully compiled, was in hand, a meet- 
ing of the class was called, and the young 
men began to consider the question of what 
should be given each family and each indi- 
vidual in the family. Several such meetings 
were necessary, and it was found advisable 
to call in mothers and sisters for advice. 

After much painstaking thought and work, 
twenty baskets were packed, labeled, and 
loaded in an express-wagon, of which one of 
the young men became driver. He _ thor- 
oughly enjoyed himself as he made his rounds 
and left the gifts. 

Each family had a dinner. And every 
child had a toy or a game, as well as some- 
thing useful,—a pair of shoes, some stock- 
ings, or other article of clothing. 

A tew days later another meeting of the 
class was called, as the secretary wished to 
present a letter which told of the joy in some 
of the homes to which the baskets had been 
tuken. These facts, among many others, 
were stated in this letter : 

In one home, in a two-room rear tene- 
ment, a mother with sick children depend- 
ent on her had received the basket with 
gratitude. Of course they were glad to have 
the dinner so abundantly provided, but the 
gift of a good meal meant far less to the 
little ones than the toys, —the first toys some 
of them had ever owned. A visitor to the 
rooms on Christmas morning found the chil- 
dren wild with delight. Their gleeful shouts 
could be heard at some distance. ‘‘ Come 
and see what I got to-day!’’ one called as 
the visitor entered. ‘‘ And what I got 1’? 
**And I!’ the others cried. Proud\v they 
showed their new possessions. One little 
girl had a set of tin dishes. Another boasted 
a doll. The baby had some blocks. A boy 
was happy with a ball. And the mother, 
busy at the stove, was happy, too, as she 
stopped every little while to watch the faces 
of her children; ‘* They wouldn’t have had 
any Christmas but for the gentlemen,’’ she 
said. And then, in a whisper, she explained 
the poverty of the home. ‘*He’s drunk 
again, you see, and I’m not strong enough 
to do more than the washings I must do to 
get a little food and coal.”’ 

In another home was a little cripple who 
had never walked. He could crawl across 
the floor, that was all. Sometimes they put 
him in the old baby-carriage which was used 
to carry washings home, and gave him a 
little ride. That was his only pleasure. 
Some toys were taken to him that Christmas 


morning. How his face lighted up as he 
saw them! He hardly knew how to use 
them. But he could hold them in his hands, 


—the first real toys he had ever had! Five 
days he held them in those little hands, so 
thin and weak,—held them day and night. 
Then he was released from his sufferings, 
The mother sent a message of thanks to the 
unknown givers who had brought brightness 
to her boy’s last days. ‘* He would not let 


( Continued on next page, second column) 
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Better 
and Better 


To live better and better seems to be the aim of 
every American family. The effort may be laudable 
—it certainly is not easy. Hard as the game may be 
on the players, the coming of death or disaster makes it 
doubly strenuous. The least that a man so engrossed can 
do is to make sure that those with whom and for whom he 
is now spending all, are protected against the want and dis- 
tress that would follow his death. ‘The best way to ensure 
this is by means of a policy in 


The Mutual 
Life Insurance 
Company 


A policy in this Company has been a good thing for sixty-four 
years. It is to-day better than ever. The savings made and 
being made by the new management have no other place to 
go than to the policy-holders of the Company. Are you 
living up to the limit? A policy in the Mutual Life will 
give you safety and peace of mind. It will grow 
better and better. You will be interested when 
you know the latest phases of life insurance. 


The Time to Act is NOW. 


For the new forms of policies write to 


The Mutual Life Insurance Company 
of New York, N. Y. 















Handbooks for 
Sunday-School Workers 











Many hundreds of these practical little books have been sold, and the demand is 


constantly increasing. Each book is written by an expert, 


The City Sunday-School. By Frank L. Brown. 
Price, 25 cents, net. 


The Sunday-School and the Pastor. 


Price, 25 cents, net. 


By john T. Faris. 


The Sunday-School and the Home. 


Price, 25 cents, net. 


By Frank L. Brown, 


The Primary Department. By Ethel J. Archibald. 


Price, 50 cents, net. 


The Home Department of To-Day. By Mrs. Flora V. Stebbins, 
Price, 25 cents, net. 





Sunday-School Records, Reports and Recognitions. 


E. A. Fox. Price, 50 cents, net. 


By 


The Beginners’ Department. 


Price, 50 cents, net. 


By Angelina W. Wray. 
New titles will be added as opportunity offers. Order from your regular book- 


seller, or direct from the publishers, 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES CO., 1031 WALNUT STREET, PHILADELPHIA, PA. 
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{make YOUR CHURCH A PRESENT | 


INDIVIDUAL 


Communion Service 


Many materials, 
Many designs. 
Send for illus- 
trated catalogue 
No. 21. Mention 
name of church 
and number of 
communicants. 


GEO. H. SPRINGER, Mgr. 
256-258 Washington St., Boston, Mass. 


HURCH 
ORGANS 


BEST CONSTRUCTION 
SUPERIOR VOICING 
Send for Reference List 


BATES & CULLY, Phitaceiphia. Pa. 


Pews, Pul Altar Chairs 
Sunday-schoo! Seats, portable 
- chairs, collection plates, com- .) 


ir i munion tables, lodge furniture, 
H} ete. Ask for big catalog No. 59. © 
E. H. Stafford Manufac- 
turing Co., Chicago, Ill. 


THE GREAT CHURCH | 1GH'T 


dimensions. Book of Light and 



































estimate free. I, P. Frink, 551 Pearl St., New York. 


an BELES ‘= 


Peal ictus bar Foonsnt Cs., Bearmone, Me., U.3.4 


THE GENUINE MENEELY BFL] S 


‘ei urest renned copper and tin. 
Vhe most perfect, highes. ciass hells in the world. 
Meneeiy & Co.. Waterviiet. West ‘Troy P 0.. N.Y. 














Temperance Leaflets 


The Boy in the Bible 
and Another Boy 

A temperance service in song and story. 
5 cents each; 12 pages. 
Wanted—An Answer 

2 cents each; fifty or more at $1.00 a hun- 
dred ; 12 pages. 
Cigarettes: A Perilous 
Intemperance 

2 cents each; fifty or more at $1.00 a hun- 
dred ; 6 pages. 

Supplemental Temperance 
Lessons : 

Reading Exercises for the 
Sunday-School 


Four of these are published, any one of 
which may be used on Temperance Sunday, 
or at any other time, by the school or class. 
2 cents each ; fifty or more at $1.00 a hundred, 
Making Every Scholar a 
Temperance Worker 


ro cents a dozen; 75 cents a hundred. 


The Question of Tobacco 


2 cents each; 50 or more copies at $1.00 a 
hundred. 


All of the above prices include postage 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES Co. 
1031 Wainut Street, Phila., Pa. 
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Getting or Giving at Christmas 
(Continued from preceding page) 


go of his toys, but held them to the end,’’ 
she said, 

Not far away was another home where a 
little girl lived. There had always been one 
great grief in her life. She had never owned 
a “really, truly’’ doll. She had watched 
other girls with their red-cheeked treasures, 
But the best she had been able to do for her- 
self was to use a clothespin or a bundle of 
rags, When the basket was opened on 
Christmas Day, there was a doll for her. 
Her delight can be imagined. ‘‘I have a 
doll,—a real doll !’’ was her cry. 

Tt was not a doll, but a pair of stockings, 
which brought joy to the heart of ancther 
little girl. She had had only one pair be- 
fore. And this was the way her need was 
learned : She had been unable to go to Sun- 
day-school for a few weeks before Christ- 
mas. When her teacher called to see what 
was wrong, she found her housed with a 
severe cold. ‘The stockings had been taken 
off to be put in the washing. Barelegged, 
the child had gone into the court to play and 

ass the time until the stockings could dry. 

here was a sudden change in the weather, 
and she hurried to her mother and asked sor 
the stockings, ‘*to keep her warm.’’ The 
were damp when puton. The cold resulted, 

Another basket found its way into the 
single room of an aged paralytic,—a woman 
whose family had left her to the care of 
neighbors almost as poor as herself. Day 
after day she passed the hours in bed, until 
someone who heard of her condition sent her 
an old roller-chair. A few days before 
Christmas, when the neighbor who had been 
helping her into this chair, was a little Jate, 
she tried to help herself. Rising from her 
bed by the aid of the chair, she was about to 
take her seat, when the wheels turned (the 
brake was broken), and the chair rolled 
across the room. Of course she fell to the 
floor where, some time later, the neighbor 
found her, The basket, filled with com- 
forts, came to her just after this trying expe- 
rience, 

The second class was made up of young 
women, — school teachers, stenographers, 
and others, who lived by their own efforts, 
They, too, resolved to make their gifts with 
care, and after painstaking investigation. 
They decided to- confine themselves to a 
single family. Their baskets, lovingly pre- 
pared, they carried themselves, and the 
presence of the daintily-dressed young women 
in the home was -not.looked upon by those 
who lived there as the smallest part of their 

ift. 
The young women were happy when they 
had left their gifts behind them. But they 


| were happier still when they had tidings | 


from the recipients of the gifts through a 
visitor to whom the mother said : 

** We wouldn’t have had anything tc eat 
that day if the ladies had not come,’ she 
said. ‘* My husband was out of work, We 
—the children and I—[seven in ail] were 
sitting about the fire [she called it a fire,— 
there were onlya few coals] when they came. 
There was enough to feed us for a few days, 
and there were other things. We cannot be 
too thankful. I do not know what we would 
have done if we had not had this, There 
was no money in the house.’’ 

Is it any wonder the young men and the 
young women of those classes felt that this 
Christmas was the best they had ever spent? 
— The Rev. John T. Faris, Philadelphia, 
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Mystery Box Honor Roll 
For Work Done June-October, 1907 


California 
Rockwell, Clare, Bakersfield. 
Colorado 
VanOlinda, Louisa, Denver, 
Connecticut 
Stanley, Isabel, New Britain. 
Gearhart, Anna M., Stamford, 
District of Columbia 
Moulden, Ethel, Washington, 
Delaware 
Carey, Lila, Georgetown. 
Lynch, Margaret, Georgetown, 
Georgia 
Baldwin, J. H., Savannah. 
Illinois 
Wright, Winifred, Aurora. 
(Continued on next page, third column) 
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Socks 
for Men 


Have given absolute satis- 
faction and honest value 
for soady thirty years. The 
price quality of Shaw- 

knit goods are standard and are not influenced by Susteating prices of raw materials. 
ur own yarns are combed and spun in our own mills, always insuring that high grade of excel- 
lence which makes Shawknit Socks unrivalled for wearing qualities and fastness of color. 

Just bear this fact in mind when next you purchase stockings. 

Ask your dealer for SHAWKNIT SOCKS, the kind that are shaped in the knitting and are not 
stretched over board forms—the kind that wear longer, assuring you of style, quality and comfort at 
all times, yet costing no more than ordinary socks. 


Ss 
STYLE 2 WwW black uppers dyed with pure and harmless vegetable dyes, guaranteed 
not to run, crock or fade. 

The double sole is of undyed, natural combed Egyptian yarn, insuring ease and comfort 
to the feet. Just the stocking for Fall and Winter wear. 

If you cannot procure , 
Shawknit Socks from your 
dealer, we will fill a tri 
order direct, 

tbe meice of the above 
style is 25 cents per 
or 6 pairs for $1.80. Det 
livery charges prepaid to 
any part of the United 
States upon receipt of price. 
Our beautiful . illus- 
trated colored Ce yee 4 
shows styles and pr 
and gives useful and 
valuable stocking in- 


. Ww int : 
ou to have it. Write Sizes 9 to 11% inclusive. 
r it to-day. hen ordering, be sure and state the size wanted. 


Shaw Stocking Co., 29 Smith St., Lowell, Mass. 














illustrated herewith is a medium heavy-weight cotton stocking with fast | 








**To say that a Bible is an Oxford is sufficient. 
Yet the Oxford keeps on improving. 
The New Editions’ will prove a delightful surprise."’ 
— Christian Nation, 








Some Bibles are full of pic- 
tures of supposed occurrences, 
but to our minds no legend or 
tradition should be _pictorially 
represented in a Bible. In this 
volume neither artist has made 
any attempt to illustrate by pic- 
ture the divine Christ, but to 
depict existing customs which 
throw light on Bible statements. 
In this Bible, the pictures, 
whatever merit or demerit 
they may have, are at 
feast true. 


ENTIRELY NEW! 


OXFORD 


, Pictorial Palestine 


BIBLES 


From 55 cents upwards 


The originators of this new Pictoria] 
Bible hope they may claim to fill a 
want. here are many illustrated 
Bibles. Some contain copies from the 
Old Masters, and grand as these pic- 
tures are in color and artistic skill, no 
one would venture to say they are 
correct, either as to place or costume 
Other editions contain modern pic- 
tures drawn by very capable artists 
unfamiliar witb the East. 





SEND FOR CATALOGUE 
OXFORD UNIVERSITY PRESS 
AMERICAN BRANC 


91 and 93 Fifth Ave., New York, 








To Palestine 
At Our Expense 


Would your church or school like to honor 
your pastor or superintendent by giving either 
or both such a tour? Would you like to go 
yourself, if you could—at our expense ? 

A postal card asking about the Palestine 
Plan will secure full information. 


The Sunday School Times Co., 1031 Walnut Street, Phila., Pa. 




















The Creator’s Thought 


The purpose of “* The Self and Sex Series ’’ of purity books, by Sylvanus 
Stall, D.D., is to teach the Creator’s thought in gender ond novedue- 
tion. The only full set of books suited to different periods of life of both 
scxes that have received universal commendation, and have mn trans- 
lated into nearly all the principal languages of the globe. 
4 BOOKS TO MEN. By Syivagaus Stall, D.D. 
What a Young Boy Ought to Know. 
What a Young Man Ought to Know. ; 
What a Young Husband Ought to Know. 
What a Man of 45 Ought to Know. 
4 BOOKS TO WOMEN. By Mrs. Mary Wood-Alien, M.D., 
P , Mrs. Emma PF. A. Drake, M.D. 
What a Young Girl Ought to Know. 
What a Young Woman Ought to Know. 
hat a Young Wife Ought to Know. 
What a Woman of 45 Ought to Know. 


Price, $1.00 per copy, post free. Send for table of contents. 
VIR PUBLISHING CO., 1092-LAND TITLE BUILDING, PHILADELPHIA, PA. 
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| tHE BIBLE STUDY UNION (BLAKESLEE) LESSONS 





GRADED 
MANUAL WORK 


FOR SUNDAY-SCHOOLS 


The new Bible Study Union Lessons for 1908 give a complete and 
connected history of Christ’s life from the four Gospels. They em- 
body many improvements, among which is a system of graded 
manual work. This includes cards for coloring, picture and map 
drawing, written answers, note and scrap book work, as heretofore, 
and adds many kinds of picture work for classes of all ages, the making 
of sand tray, paper pulp and clay maps, the making and illustrating 
of note and scrap books, harmonies, etc., and the construction of 
models for class and school use. It is so arranged as to be a natural 
part of each lesson, and yet is wholly optional. Jn view of the great 
enthusiasm which this kind of work has aroused wherever used, we 
believe that it will prove exceedingly interesting and helpful, 


For full description of the manual method, with details of the work pro- 
posed for each grade, .aiso free:sp opies of the quarterlies, address, 


BIBLE STUDY PUBLISHING COMPANY 
250 DEVONSHIRE STREET, BOSTON 

















When answering advertisements please mention The Sunday School Times. 





“With the Bible in Eleven 
Languages Open Before Me 


and having been engaged for more than twenty years as Chairman 
of the Telugu Bible Revision Committee, and having watched with 
intense interest the work of the English and American Revisers 
from the first, I am free to say that I. regard the American Standard 
Revised Bible as the most accurate and vivid rendering of the Hebrew 
and Greek originals of any version yet issued in any language. 
It is to my mind incomparably the best English version yet issued 
for all true seekers after the real revealed thought of God.’’— 
Jacob Chamberlain, M.D., D.D., LL: D., Coonoor, India. 

In what language is your Bible? The pure English of to-day— 
your language—or the pure English o#a day when many words were 
used which we can understand about as well as the Telugus can. The 
Bible in your language is the American Standard Bible. Allow us 
to send you an enlightening description of it. 


Thomas Nelson & Sons, Publishers, 37a E. 18th St., New York 











Pleasant 
Sunday Afternoons 
for the Children 


Compiled by the REV. JOHN T. FARIS, 
Managing Editor of The Sunday School Times 


For parents who,seek helpful occupations for the 
children during the free hours of Sunday. A 
veritable mine of suggestive material, including 
lists of books and games, the cream of 268 manu- 
scripts on the subject, submitted by parents in many 
lands. — Beice 50 cents net, postpaid 


Order from your bookseller, or direct from the publishers, 


The Sunday School Times Company, 1031 Walnut St., Philadelphia, Pa. 
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Mystery Box Honor Roll 
(Continued from preceding page) 
Kansas 

Diehl, Eva, Abilene. 
Shadinger, Gladys, Abilene. 


Massachusetts 
Cheney, Mary, Somerville. 
McEcheron, Lillian, Boston, 
Wallace, Ruth, Somerville. 


Michigan 
Barton, Norma, Stockbridge. 
Hall, Hazel, Stockbridge. 


Missouri 
Floyd, Bly, Kansas City. 
Knight, Helen, Memphis. 
Patterson, Alice, Memphis. 
Reddish, Lucy, Memphis. 


Nebraska 
Hester, Edna, Guide Rock. 
Hester, Floyd, Guide Rock. 


New Jersey 
Carlough, Ruth, Allendale. 
Kramer, Florence, Allendale. 
Osborn, Jennie A., Allendale. 
Brown, Dorothy, Montclair. 
Bowlby, R. Oswald, Somerville, 
Cranmer, Clarkson, Somerville. 


New York 
Balson, Jessie H., Canandaigua. 
Douglass, Emma, Canandaigua. 
Lightfoot, William G., Canandaigua, 
Lane, R. E., Catskill. 
Palmer, Susie E., Catskill. 
Bird, Mrs. H. J., Millbrook. 
Green, Jane, Millbrook. 
Mastin, Mrs. Clara, Millbrook. 
Olivet, Mrs. Clayton, Millbrook. 
Story, Mrs. Clarence, Millbrook. 
Pizie, Mrs. B. J., Millbrook. 
Swift, A. F., Millbrook, 
Vincent, Mrs. W., Millbrook. 
Woolheater, Ida, Millbrook. 
Hamilton, Edith L., New York City. 
Palmer, Alice F., New York City. 
Reynolds, Julia M., New York City, 
Solomon, Beatrice, New York City. 
Campbell, Eva, Rochester. 
Shelley, Robert, Yonkers. 

Ohio 

Montgomery, Cleo, Findlay. 
Spaith, Gail, Findlay. 
Stewart, Charlotte A., Loudonville, 

Oklahoma 
Dunbar, Edith, Norman. 

Oregon 


Cammack, Mrs. Mary, Salem. 

Morris, Mrs. M. J., Turner, 
Pennsylvania 

Cousins, Lola, Mercer. 

Cozad, Edna, Mercer. 

Cozad, Francis, Mercer. 

Jones, Myrtle, Mercer. 

Means, Edna, Mercer. 

White, Irma, Mercer. 

White, Mary, Mercer. 


Lowet, Emma, Narberth. 

Cutler, James B., Germantown, Philadel- 
phia. 

David, Edward W., Germantown, Phila- 
delphia. 

David, William W., Germantown, Phila- 
delphia. 


Davis, John B., Germantown, Philadelphia. 
Flavell, George Kenneth, Germantown, 
Philadelphia. 
Greenwood, Charles F., Germantown, Phila- 
delphia. 
Millar, Samuel J., Germantown, Philadel- 
phia. 
Robinson, Edwin H., Germantown, Phila- 
delphia. 
Sidebottom, Herbert G., Germantown, 
Philadelphia. 
Young, Alan S., Germantown, Philadelphia. 
Dowlin, Lorena, Philadelphia. 
Scattergood, Arnold, Philadelphia. 
Scattergood, Margaret, Philadelphia. 
Switzer, Mrs. Clara H., Warriorsmark. 
Tennessee 
Dunn, Annas, Knoxville. 
Evans, May, Knoxville. 
Lovelace, Nellie, Knoxville. 
Virginia 
Miller, Maud, Mt. Pleasant. 
Nova Scotia 
MacKinnon, Maggie, New Glasgow. 
Sylvester, Susie, New Glasgow. 
Walker, Myrtle, New Glasgow. 


Ontario 
Constable, Maddie, Craigvale. 
Broadfoot, Glealeh, Guelph. 


Cockburn, Lila, Guelph. 
Hignell, Henry, Guelph. 
Mitchell, William, Guelph. 
Ogg, Lorna, Guelph. 
Stephenson, Tena, Guelph. 
Stephenson, William, Guelph. 
Anglin, Mary R., Kingston. 
Rogers, Jennie B., Kingston. 
Thain, Mary M., Penryn. 
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To Pretenders. 
‘A Wholesome Word for Guidance 


just a word to you, ‘**Collier’s” and 
other glaring examples of Modern Yellow 
Journalism and Cigarettes. 


Environment gives you a view-point 
from which it is difficult to understand 
that some people -even nowadays act 
from motives of old fashioned honesty. 

There are honest makers of foods and 
healthful beverages, and there are 
honest people who use them. 


Perhaps you are trained to believe there 
is no honesty in this world. There is, 
although you may not be of a kind to 
understand it. 


Some of you have been trained ina 
sorry class of pretenders, but your train- 
ing! does not taint the old fashioned 
person trained without knowledge of 
pretense and deceit. 

These letters came to us absolutely 
without ‘solicitation. We have a great 
many thousand from people who have 
been helped or entirely healed by follow- 
ing.the orn to quit the food or 
drink which may be causing the physical 
complaints, and change to Postum Cof- 
fee or Grape-Nuts Food. 


You are not intelligent enough toknow 
the technical reasons why the change 
makes a change in the cells of the body. 
Your knowledge, or lack of knowledge, 
makes not the slightest difference in the 
facts. 

You can print from old and worn plates 
all the cheap books your presses will pro- 
duce and sell them as best you can, but 
such acts and your ‘‘ learned” editorials 
are but commercial, and seek only ‘‘ dol- 
lars" and much by pretense. 

When you branch out into food values 
you become only ridiculous. 

Stick to what you know. The field 
may be small, but it is safe. 


This first letter is from the President 
of the ‘‘Christian Nation,” a worthy 
Christian paper of New York. 


New York, Oct. 2, 1907. 
Postum Cereal Co., Ltd., 
Battle Creek, Mich. 
Dear Sirs: 


~ I am, this morning, in receipt of the 
enclosed mighty good letter from one of 
my subscribers, which I forward to you, 
and which I am sure you will be glad to 
use. I am personally acquainted with 
this lady, and know that she has no 
object in writing, other than to do good. 
Cordially, 


John W. Pritchard, Pres. 


Brooklyn, N. Y., Oct. 1, 1907. 
Dear Mr. Pritchard : 


Noticing Postum Food Coffee adver- 
tised each week in your reliable paper, I 
concluded to try it, and feeling it a duty 
towards those who may have suffered as 
I have from indigestion, desire to state 
what wonderful benefit I have received 
from Postum although using only a short 
time, and not do I alone realize and 
appreciate its good effects, but friends 
remark, ‘‘ How much I have improved 
and how well I look,” and I tell the facts 
about Postum every time, for since using 
it I have not had one attack of indiges- 
tion. It isinvigorating, healthful ; does 
not affect the nerves as ordinary coffee, 
and if properly made, a most delicious 
drink. Although I have not had much 
faith in general advertising, yet, finding 
Postum has done so much better for me 
than I expected, I am more inclined to 
‘*Prove all things, hold fast that which 
is good.”” I am so thankful for good 
health that I want it known what a 
blessing Postum has been tome. You 
may use these few lines as an ad. if you 
so desire and my name also. 

Very truly yours, 
Anna S. Reeves. 
275 McDonough St., Brooklyn. 


Coffee hurt her, »1e quit and used 
Postum. She didn’t attempt to analyze, 
but she enjoyed the results. Underneath 
it all ‘‘ There’s a Reason.” 


POSTUM CEREAL CO., LTD. 
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THE POLICEMAN 
¥YSPOT- 

LESS 
TOWN 






This brilliant man walks up and down 
Upon the streets of Spotless Town. 
The glitter of his shining star 

Arrests attention from afar. 

It lights the beat and goes te show 
That naught can beat SAPOLIO 


A housekeeper’s attention is in- 
stantly arrested by the condition of the 
shelves, paint, windows, and tins in 
her neighbors kitchen. These mark 
geor housekeeping. No matter how 

ne the rest of the house may be, if 
the kitchen is not clean it shows the 
worst kind of unthrift. A basin of 
water, a cloth and 


SAPOLIO 


will save you from this reproach. 











A Savings 
Account 


Bearing 


6 Per Cent 
Interest and absolutely 


secured by first mortgages on improved 
real estate deposited in trust with one of 
the strongest trust companies in Balti- 
more, is surely an ideal investment. 
Money to bear this rate must be left on 
Certificate of Deposit for two years, but 
it is absolutely secured and the interest 
is paid by check every six months. 

On deposits subject ¢o withdrawal 

at any time 5§ per cent is paid. 


Write for the 6 per cent booklet. It tells 


the whole story. 


Calvert Mortgage and Deposit Co. 
1064 Calvert Building, Baltimore, Md. 














Reasons Why ten boys left Sunday School 


and a year’s subscription to your State Sunday 
School paper, free to teachers sending $1 for 16 
months’ subscription to The World Evangel, which 
enables you to make the lesson interesting to the 
average class. 

In place of your State paper, you may have 
Paris Modes, a fashion magazine, or the National 
Home Journal. 

The American Revised Teachers’ Bible (the best 
published) publishers’ price $2.50, wi'l be sent 
postpaid for $2.50, and we'll include a year’s sub- 
scription to The Evangel, Or send us six 75 cent 
yearly subscriptions to The Evangel and we'll 
send the Bible Free. F. M. Barton, Publisher 
801-8 Caxton Building, Cleveland, O. 











Heart Right 
It Makes a Great Difference 


‘‘About two years ago I became 
alarmed because my husband had 
attacks from fainting spells caused by 
weak heart, from drinking coffee. 

‘* At first he did not like Postum. I 
had not then learned to boil it as long 


as directions say, to get the rich flavor. 


and brown color. 

‘-After it was made right he liked it, 
and now for more than a year he has 
not been troubled with his heart,—in 
fact, his general health is better than 
for years.” Name given by Postum Co., 
Battle Creek, Mich. Read ‘‘ The Road 
to Wellville,” in pkgs. ‘‘ There’s a Rea- 
son.” 





The Young People’s 
Prayer-Meeting 
By Robert E. Speer 








Sunday, December 1, 1907. The Beauty 
and utility of gratitude (Psa. x11 : 1- 
to. A thanksgiving consecra- 
tion meeting). 





Daily Readings for Preceding Week 

MoN.—Thanksgiving is good (Psa. 92 : t- 
15). 

‘TuES.—In public worship (Psa. 35 : 17-19). 

WED.—In everything (1 Thess. 5 : 11-18), 

THURS.—For: Jesus Christ (2 Cor. 9: 10- 
1S). 

FRI.—For national blessings (Psa. 1368 1- 
26 


). 
SaT.—For bodily good (1 Tim. 4: 1-14). 














Mame reasons why America should be 
thankful. 


Why should the church, be grateful ? 


How does gratitude make religion attrac- 
tive? 


OTHING is more characteristic of 
Christianity than thankfulness to God, 
The early church was filled with it. 
The first of the epistles of the New Testa- 
ment sets it forth as one of the great Chris- 
tian duties, ‘‘In everything give thanks, for 
this is the wiil of God in Christ Jesus to you- 
ward.’’ The prayers of the church were full 
of gratitude. When they asked for things it 
was with loving appreciation of what God 
had already done for them. ‘In every- 
thing,’’ Paul counselled them, “ by prayer 
and supplication with thanksgiving let your 
requests be made known unto God.’’ No 
small part of the joy and strength of the early 
church was due to this habit of gratitude. 


% 

It was gratitude and not resignation. The 
early Christians did not passively submit to 
the will of God. They positively rejoiced in 
it. And they did not qualify and explain 
away what was the will of God. They 
thanked God that they were counted worthy 
to suffer shame for Christ’s name. They re- 
joiced in tribulation. They were glad when 
they were allowed to have fellowship with 
Christ in his sufferings, and so to fill up their 
measure to the redeeming of the world, All 
that came to them they thanked God for, and 
were glad that it was not otherwise. 

A 


= 

There is a wonderful uplifting power in 
this attitude. “Whoever looks on life in this 
way is lifted above its vicissitudes and 
anxieties. He thanks God for everything. 
Nothing can come to him for which he will 
not thank God and be glad. Such a habit of 
soul cleanses us from fret and turmoil of 
heart and gives us our own place of peace. 

And it opens to us a living way to God. 
‘* Whosoever offereth praise,’’? says God by 
the mouth of the Psalmist, ‘‘glorifieth me 
and openeth a way whereby I may manifest 
myself unto him.’’ The spirit of thankful- 


| ness is a spirit to which God has access. It 


is the spirit which confesses its own insuffi- 
ciency and its willingness to accept from God, 
and to which God therefore makes reply. In 
the humble and the thankful heart he loves 
to dwell. 
< 

We should seek at once to acquire the 
habit of thankfulness. Every hour of every 
day we should be thanking God for what 


comes to us. ‘*I thank thee, Father,”’ 
should be cur word as it was Christ’s. For 
| all that came to him he blessed God. We, 
to», should bless him at all times. His 
prise should ever be in our mouths. We 
do not need to do it publicly, We can 


' 


cheapen our gratitude by filling our conver- 
sation with ‘Praise God,’’ ‘* Praise the 
Lord,’’ but. we cannot too often thank God 
in our hearts. 
4 

Gratitude te God for his love takes the 
sting out of all that is hateful in the world. 
We can still and all the more earnestly con- 
tend against all that is evil and unworthy, but 
our hearts will be at rest in the goodness of 
God. His love and our grateful acknowledg- 
ment of his love will heal all that has been 
hurt and make it well again. 


‘** Let us with a grateful mind 
Praise the Lord for he is kind, 
For His mercies ave endure 
Ever faithful, ever sure." 





(Lesson for NOV. 24) NOVEMBER 16, 1907 


Never before have such attractive remembrances been 
prepared for Christmas giving. The Dennison Creations 
‘for 1907 comprise numberless articles of beauty 
and utility, all of which are fuliy illustrated in 
Dennison’s Christmas Beok—which tells how to make 
the Holiday Season one of happy recollections, 
Also, there are suggestions for all kinds of deco- 
rations for home, church, social, lodge or 

public hall. 


Address Dept. ‘‘ 54 ’’ at our nearest store. 
BOSTOR, NEW YORK, PHILADELPHLA, 
16 John St. 


8T. LOUIS, 


26 Franklin St. 





Sleeping cars, parlor 
cars, dining cars, chair 
cars and coaches—every 
inch of them kept pure, 
healthy, sweet and 
clean by the wonderful 
new Vacuum Clean- 
ing System, installed 


Using the by the’ 
Vacuum Cleaning System. 


°Chicago, Milwaukee & 
St. Paul Railway 


The Southwest Limited The Overland Limited The Pioneer Limited 
Chicago to Kansas City Chicago to California Si 


The Vacuum System is positively the on/y efficient method of cleaning pas- 
senger cars. It is applied to mattresses, blankets, upholstery, carpets, curtains and 
chairs. By its tremendous suction force it removes all dirt, dust, grit and germs 
as no other system can, So thorough that nothing can escape. It results in 
absolutely hygienic cars—perfect sanitation throughout. es 

On your trip to California, to the Northwest 

or to the Southwest, be sure to travel via the , 
#7. Chicago, Milwaukee and St. Paul Railway. It / 
means more to you in health, com- 
fort and cleanliness than you can ff 
measure. ! 


ate 


\ 
For literature on any 
Western trip, address 


F.A. MILLER, on W.S.HOWELL, 
GEN'L PASS. AGT. GEN’L EASTERN AGT. - 
CHICAGO. 381 Broapway, NEW YORK. : 

















will buy The Sunday School Times FOUNTAIN 
PEN OUTFIT,— 14k. gold large size Fountain 
Pen, Dixon Eterno Indelible Pencil, and a neat 
little pocket case. Thousands of these outfits 


; bad have been sold, and have given general satisfac- 


tion. Your money back for the asking, if not satisfied. 
The Sunday School Times Co. - . - 1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia 











+ sameeren 

















The Work in the Field 





{ International Progress 


HE Executive Committee of the Inter- 

national Sunday-school Association, 

with its 155,000 schools and 14,000,000 

members, met at Louisville, Kentucky, Octo- 
ber 12-15, 1907. 

It was decided to hold the Twelfth Trien- 
nial Convention of the International Sunday- 
school Association at Louisville, Ky., June 
18-23, 1908. Mr. C. J. Heddis, 82 Tedd 
Building, Louisville, Ky., is chairman of the 
large local committee. ‘The building of the 
program has been entrusted to the care of a 
committee of which W. N. Hartshorn: of 
Boston, Mass., is chairman, and the other 


ville; Dr. H. M. Hamill, Nashville, Tenn. ; 
Hon. N. B. Broughton, Raleigh, N. C.; 
Justice J. J. Maclaren, ‘Foronto, Ont.; Dr. 
George R. Merrill, Minneapolis, Minn,; Dr. 
Alexander Henry, Philadelphia, Pa.; and 
Marion Lawrance, Chicago, Il. 

The department of House-to-House 


interests of this important feature of Sunday- 
school endeavor. Chairman Hartshorn has 
appointed the following committee to take 
charge of the department until the Louisville 
Convention next June: William Hamilton, 
Toronto, Ont., Chairman; W. J. Semelroth, 
Appleton, Wis.; Dr. L. H. Buxton, Okla- 
homa City, Okla.; Mr. John Legg, Worcester, 
Mass.; and J. Shreve Durham, Greensburg, 
Ky. 

Dr. W. A. Duncan, Chairman of the 
Home Department Committee reported that 
there are 500,805 members in the 15,000 
Home Departments in the International 
Field. 

General Secretary Lawrance reported that 
nearly 22,000 memberships in the Inter- 
national Bible Reading Association have 
been taken, and that more than a million per- 
sons are using the daily Bible readings. 

Mr. W. C. Pearce, Superintendent of the 
Adult Department, reported that twenty-nine 
State Sunday - school Associations have 
adopted the Adult Department work, and 
that fifty-five State and Provincial Sunday- 
school Associations have now approved 
Teacher-Training Departments, while twenty 
of them have advanced courses. 

A new temperance pledge, for use in the 
Sunday-schools of the land, was adopted, 
and will be promulgated throughout the Inter 
national Field. It reads as follows :—‘* That 
I may give my best service to God and my 
fellow-men, I, pledge myself and promise 
God, never to use intoxicating liquors as a 
drink, and to do all I can to end the drink 
habit and the liquor traffic.’’ 

These further facts were included in the 
report of General Secretary Marion Lawrance: 

Every organized State, Province and 
Territory has held its regular convention, 
except Tennessee, New Mexico and Arizona. 
New Mexico holds its convention in Novem- 
ber. 

Over 14,000 Conventions have been held. 
Institutes have increased in number. 

Twenty-seven states have added one or 
more field or departmental workers to their 
force on full time. ‘here are more than one 
hundred workers engaged full time. 


since last report 219,286 miles against 167,- 
544 last year, making in all 6,063 addresses 
and conferences as against 3,102 last year. 


tion under this Incorporation has not been 
effected, as it is desired to incorporate also 
in the Dominion of Canada. 

More money has been raised and used in 


year. Treasurer Wells’ report shows that 


more than was reported at ‘Toronto, Ontario, 
for the entire preceding Triennium. 

The Home Department has added 59,764 
to its members, and now enrolls 481,295 
with ten associations not reported. 


tion has grown from 9,081 paid memberships 
reported a year ago, to 21,341 paid member- 
ships since our last report. 

The United States Government has selected 
the Association to gather union and unde- 
nominational statistics of our country. 








members are: Judge John Stites, Louis- | 


Visitation was appointed to care for the | 








The Central Committee has authorized the 
securing, if possible, of one hundred life 


_memberships at $1,000 each, for the purpose 


of extending the International work. Twenty- 
three of them have been secured. 

The work in Hawaii is in good condition, 
and strong annual conventions are being held 
there. Departmental work is also receiving 
considerable attention. 

Twenty-seven states have added one or 


-more field or departmental workers to their 


force on full time. There are now more than 
one hundred workers engaged on full time. 


“ 
Wanted : Ladders for Toadvine 


Every Sunday-school convention that is 
worthy of the name includes workers from 
the outlying districts as well as those of the 
town and city. It is a mixed audience, not 
in character, but in conditions and privileges. 

The delegates from Toadvine and Pogue’s 
Run are often as strong in moral muscle as 
they are weak in ** teacher-training,’’ as far 
ahead in bravery and perseverance as they 
are behind in methods. Therefore they are 
entitled to their share of the convention, to 


| the practical help that they have come— 


usually at a personal sacrifice—to obtain. 
Let the program makers remember this, 
and especially let the speakers bear these 


| delegates in mind in preparing their ad- 


dresses. 

Of course we all need to have ideals held 
up to us ; to see what should be now, what 
will be in the future. But it is cruel to hold 
these ideals aloft, and proclaim no path by 
which we may struggle up to them. The 
rainbow of promise and hope always arches 
towards the zenith, but 7¢s ends touch earth. 

Once upon a time, at a convention, I sat 
by a young worker from—well, say Toad- 
vine. She had an odd expression upon her 
face that revealed unmistakably both dis- 
couragement and grim determination. So I 
was not at all startled when she suddenly 
confided to me that her school ** needed just 
everything,’’ but that she ‘‘really oughtn’t 
to have come, tor the niggers would steal 
every chicken on the place’’ while she was 
gone, 

Then the platform claimed our attention, 
We heard a splendid address upon Sunday- 
school architecture, well illustrated with 
drawings of modern buildings that cost from 
thirteen to seventy-five thousand dollars each. 
I copied several of these drawings for future 
reference (expecting to live a long time), but 
sighed, thinking’ of present limitations, 
although in a city church. Then I glanced 
up at my neighbor She was looking out of 
the window with more discouragement and 
less determination in her eyes, doubtless 
seeing the schoolhouse, 18 by 30 feet, where 
her Sunday-school is reluctantly permitted 
to meet, ‘‘ providing they sweep out after- 
wards,”’ 

If only the speaker, after showing us what 
should be, had gone on and told us what 


| could be in our limited space, suggesting a 


The International Field Force has traveled | 


curtained corner, or a tent, or éven the 
beautiful outdoors, for Toadvine’s primary 
room ! 

After that we had a fine description of the 
Wanamaker Sunday-school in Philadelphia, 
which wound up with a scathing rebuke to 


| us for our behind-the-timesness. Then the 


Articles of Incorporation have been granted | 
to the International Committee by the Con- | 
gress of the United States, though organiza- | 


Baraca class movement was explained, the 
Beginners’ work was urged, the need for 
separate junior departments was ably dis- 
cussed, the absolute necessity for teachers’- 
meetings, the attitude of Harvard College 
towards higher criticism, the children’s need 
of education in foreign missions, was laid 


| heavily upon us. 


the work by $6,000 than during the previous | 


up to this time he has received $17,403.50 | 


In each of these addresses I gained many 
ideas which I could put into immediate use 
in amild way, but the most of it was a gleam 
of rainbow light in mid-air, so that, on the 
whole, my aspiring, self-sacrificing neighbor 
must have carried home but one definite im- 
pression,—the vastness of the distance be- 


| tween Philadelphia and Toadvine. 


The International Bible Reading Associa- | 


Oh, dear reader, make your rainbows ever 


|so high and ever so beautiful — heaven’s 


sunlight is in them—but bring the ends 
down where they can be clasped. Remem- 
ber the ‘salt of the earth,’’—the people 
from Toadvine, Pogue’s Run, and Splinter- 
ville.—Lee McCrae, Birmingham, Ala. 





IDEAL CHRISTMAS GIFTS. 


The Song of Our Syrian Guest 
By William Allen Knight 


After a quarter of a million copies have been sold, the 
lemand is greater now than ever. 


This story has proved to be one of those simple products 
in literature which are brought forth in a quiet manner 
and after a time are 
found to be a distinct 
gift to mankind. 

Sichel Edition.—A 
new edition, produced 
in a unique manner, 
with peculiar artistic 
taste. An interesting 
frontispiece, from a 

inting by Harold 
Sichel. ‘Twenty-third 
Psalm printed in two 
colors with decorative 
border and embellish- 
ments. 50 cents, net; postage, 6 cents. A charming edition in full 
leather, $1.25; postage, 6 cents. Me ; 

Copeland Edition.—The well-known edition bound in pearl gray cloth 
with white enamel design, gilt lettering, and illustrations by Charles Co Exvators Evition 
land. This is an edition widely used as a gift book. 50 cents, postpaid. . 

Envelope Edition.—'lhis edition is printed in two colors, with a decorative color page and the Twenty-third 
Psalm ; the cover of heavy stock, double-folded, printed in two colors and gold, and enclosed in an envelope 
ready for mailing. A charming gift in every way, and especially convenient for those wishing to mail a unique 
brochure in.an appropriate covering. Price, 35 cents; postage, 5 cents. 





S1cuet Epition. 








A Year of Good Cheer By Delia Lyman Porter 


This little gift book is one of the most charming ever issued by The Pilgrim 
Press. Mrs. Porter has gained a wide circle of admirers by her happy selection of 
quotations, and it has been increased very largely by the delightful new form in 
which this collection appears. The arrangement is by weeks, and space is left for 
the reader’s own favorite quotations. An ideal holiday remembrance, and one that 
will keep the giver continuously in mind. ‘the cheery inspirer of happy thoughts. 
The book is a fascinating example of the best in modern book-making. Bound in 
flexible cover with decorated label ; tinted top and special fly leaves of a distinctive 
character. Printed throughout in two colors, with a beautiful insert of pleasing 
genige in three colors. Enclosed in slip case. Price, 50 cents, net; postage, 

cents. 

For those who desire a more elaborate edition, we have bound up a number of 
copies in fine green ooze, with a graceful gold stamp. ‘This makes an especially 
charming gift. Price, $1.00, net; postage, 8 cents. 








Dr. Newman Smyth’s 
Story of the Child that Jesus Took 


_ A most delightful sketch of a life that might have been lived by the lake in 
Galilee when Jesus was here among men. The first Christian child, Dr. Smyth 
says, was the child whom Jesus took and set in the midst of the disciples when he 
wished to teach them to become as little children. The story is told with a charm- 
ingly sympathetic insight into the ways and meanings of our human nature set 
against the well-studied background of the old life of Palestine. 

his little volume is particularly charming in its treatment and an example 
of choice book-making tis bound in Japan vellum, with gilt top, and enclosed 
in parchment wrapper with gold seal and slide case. The cover design is dis- 
tinctive, printed in gold and inks. The end papers are original in character and 


very artistic. Printed in two colors throughout. Price, 50 cents, net; postage, 
5 cents. 


SEND FOR OUR NEW ILLUSTRATED CATALOGUE OF 
CHRISTMAS GIFT BOOKS. 


14 Beacon St., Boston TH E PILG RI M Pp R ESS 175 Wabash Ave., Chicago 











HOLIDAY SUPPLIES 


Xmas Cards (Boxed) Post Card Albums 





P o—100 Embossed Cards, single . . . . . $0.90 Designs Embossed on Covers 
P 1—-100 Exquisite Designs : :k 4s 2 ee 
P 3—50 Pretty Folding Cards, embossed . . 1.60 
P 4—25 ‘‘Gem Pendant,’’ assortment 1.15 
H 1—100 Assorted Holly Shapes . 1.25 


sAIBUM fea 
rN 





Illuminated Calendars—1908 


14. ‘‘Sweet Bouquet.’’ 
20. ‘* Petals on Our Pathway." 
Size, 13% 6. 5 cents each. 
64. ‘‘ Friendship's Offering.’’ 
Size. 9% X10. 15 cents each. 
1454. ‘‘God's Guidance." 
Size, 135%. 22 cents each. 
1572. ‘‘ Violets, Sweet Violets."’ 
Size, 14X14%. 50 cents each. 





Santa Claus Candy Box 





No. To. 35 cents, postpaid. For 100 
cards. Board cover. 11g. 
No. 15. 90 cents, postpaid. For 200 
cards. Padded leatherette cover. 
Title sunk in gilt letters. 11g. 
No. 20. 95 cents, postpaid. For 200 
cards. Leatherette cover. ‘litle 

stamped in white. 13% x8. 





FREE 


Our 120 Page Illustrated 


Holiday Catalogue 


giving prices and full descrip- 
tions vf our immense stock 
CHRISTMAS CARDS, 
Post Carbs, 
300KLETS, 
An attractive box, sure to please the young chil- peng 
dren. Half pound size only. $1.10 per 100. De- Ae OER, Ae 
livery, 35 cents per 100 additional. SUNDAY-SCHOOL SUPPLIES 


Sixteen other styles in our illustrated catalogue. WRITE FOR IT—NOW 











MacCalla & Co., Inc., 0: Peobuonn en 
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ESTABLISHED 1890 
HAMMOND 
PUBLISHING 


things connected with Sunday-school develop- 
COMPANY ment. It has branch houses in all English- 


The House of Hammond 
Stands for ** Better Things for the Sunday- 
School ’’ in every department. It has grown 
from small beginnings to be a leader in all 











speaking countries in the World. Wherever th 
. *sun shines there are Hammond schools. Such 
Sunday-School Supplies 
MAIN OFFICE: | ce, Wiaconsi. The House of Hammond 
Si oux falls. Stands for A Square Deal for Everybody, 
LONDON P pana B , “ ! : 
ick oyene, London tile, orthodox or liberal, city or country, rich or 
poor. The Hammond Methods bring success 
13 Little Collins re ‘Melbourne. 
O hoes vl yg Le N. Z. can for everybody, and have iearned how to do 
| A Auckland, N. Z. a good deal. Join the Hammondites ! 


a Record is Not an Accident. 
Mil 
NORTHWESTERN BRANCH: 
outh Dakota. big or tittle, black, yellow or white, Jew or Gen- 
AUSTRALIAN | DEPO 
NEW ZEAL AN where other methods fail. We do the best we 
enaeetal MILWAUKEE, WIS., U.S. A. wnat 











IS YOURS ONE OF 


The Hammond 
Cradle Roll Supplies 


We publish what is bevond question the 
finest and cheapest line of Cradle Roll 
supplies in the world. 

Our 35 cent Cradle Roll is a triumph 
in low cost artistic work. Space for 94 
names, All ready to hang up. 

Our Application Card and Enrolment 
Card contain photographs from life. 

Our Birthday Cards are edited by Mrs. 
Bryner, and produced in the highest style 
of the printer's art 

Our Birthday Record Book (25 cents) 


is dainty, complete and beautiful. 





SEE OUR GREAT AND ORIGINAL 

CRADLE ROLL BARGAIN OFFER 

For ONE DOLLAR only we will send, postpaid: 

1 Hammond Cradle Roll. Complete, reaay 

for hanging, spaces for 114 names. 

24 Application | Cards. Photo from life— 

mother and baby. 

24 Enrollment Cards. 

baby in cradle. 

24 Birthday svards. Blue, brown, and gold. 
a rses by Mrs. William Rey nolds and Sirs: 
lary Foster Bryner. 

24 leery White Mailing Envelopes. 


ONE DOLLAR. 


Half-tone picture— 








Holiday Souvenir Post Cards 


Post cards are 
every where 
and of every 
kind, but we 
have pub- 
lished the 
only line of 
really appro- 
priate Christ- 
mas cards on 
the market. 
The subjects 
are all classic, 
and show the 
birth, in- 
fancy . boy- 
hood, man- 
hood, and 
work of the 
Saviour 
These are 
regular size, 
handsomely 


THE THIRTY THOUSAND HAMMOND-EQUIPPED SCHOOLS ? 





THE HAMMOND CARD SYSTEM 


Simple The Pioneer 
Card 


Practical 
Complete 
Cheap 

In success- 
ful use in 
over 30,000 
Sunday- 
schools. 
Recom- 
mended by 
all leaders. 
It does the 
necessary 
work, and 
does away 
with unnec- 
essary 
details. 


Imitated by 
many, equaled 
by none 
Seventeen 
years of 

steady increase 
in popularity. 
Sucha record 
is not an ac- 
cident. 

Used by all de- 
nominations, 
by any sized 
school, in any 
location, under 
any conditions. 


Facsimile (Y% size) of the Hammond Attendance Card. 


IN A NUTSHELL 

There is a card (5X3 inc hes) for each scholar and for each teacher (cards, 75 cents per 
100). Cards kept by classes in class envelopes (2 cents each). 

Secretary visits each class and punches cards of absent scholars. Thus, each card be- 
comes a complete attendance Pn | of a scholar. Statistical details of the school are en- 
tered in the Hammond Record Book (50 cents) for permanent record. 

Nothing complex or difficult. Easy to put into operation, easy to keep going. Ever 
scholar an sander selves to maintain a perfect card, and the attendance is thereby improve 
We have letters showing that our system has increased attendance as much as 100 per cent. 
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wrought in 


FOURTEENTH EDITION 


The Business End 
of a Sunday-School 





1908 


This ever popular book has been again revised and enlarged, and appears 


before. It contairfs a wealth of 
advice on how a Sunday-school should be economically, sys- 
tematically conducted, and explains and illustrates a multitude of successful 
methods. The book is a storehouse of Sunday-school information and 
helpful advice. Tells about the Card System, the Star System, the Stamp 
System, the Honor Roll, Cradle Roll, Home Department, Badges, Honors, 
Rewards, Money-Raising, Grading Sunday-schools, etc. 

We will send this book Free upon request, and will also send our 
beautifully illustrated 


— 
Holiday Supplement 
Containing a multitude of Holiday Suggestions, all splendidly illustrated— 
Candy Boxes, Booklets, Christmas Cards, Folders, Seals, Blotters, Book- 
marks, Badges, and Celluloid Novelties. Something to interest every age 
and every department in the Sunday-school. 


SEND FOR IT TO-D 


in handsomer, completer form than ever 
wholesome 





The Hammond 
Star System 


The most phenomenally successful in. 
centive to prompt and regular attendance 
ever introduced into the Sunday- school, 





Genuine solid silver badges, , fully guaranteed 
in quality We have them in stock, similar to 
illustration below, for all regular denominations 
Solid silver, 20 cents each ; silver, gold plated, 
30 cents cac 


CONGREGAT 


yots¢ 


Fo 


And in solid gold, guaranteed, like illustra- 
tion below, for B only seventy-five cents each. 


Reward one period faithful attendance with a 
silver star, another with a gold-plated star, and 
a still longer period with a solid gold star,—and 
see the children strive for them. 








The Newest Craze. 
tions. Made from solid silver and solid gold 
Awarded same as stars. 
Silver, 20¢.; 








GREEK CROSSES 


Carried in all denomina 


Prices same as stars 
gold-plated, 3o0c.; solid gold, 75c 








Before You Forget It 1} 





many colors 





on pebbled 
board,and are 
especially 
suited as re- 
membrances 


HAMMOND PUBLISHING CO. 
DEPT. S, MILWAUKEE, WISCONSIN 





for Sunday- 
school people 





They will be 
appreciated 
and preserved 
by the recip- 
ient, and car- 
ry the mes- 
sage of the 
gospel Order 
early. 

15 cents per 
dozen, as- 
sorted, $1.00 
per 100, 
postpaid. 


Order Early 








The Scholar’s 
Handbook for 1908 
Beautiful Golden Text Book 


Our latest success. Magnitic ently en- 
graved cover, with appropriate picture of 
children in forest. 

Contains Lesson Topics, Golden Texts, 
and daily Bible Re: be mam for 1908, also = . : . 
memory exercises and much helpful and 64 pages, 87 illustrations, all reproduc- 
useful information, with, four pages of tions from the old masters 
verses for memorizing. Post said, 30 cts. Only ro cents ; $7.50 per too net. 
per dozen In quantities, by express. A _—— thing for gifts for your whole 
$2.00 per 100. Sample copy, 5c., postpaid. school. 


The Hammond 
Sunday-School Manual 


A remarkable book. A text-book for 
all ages and all denominations. Memory 
work in beautifully illuminated, full-page 
illustrations. Articles on the life of Christ, 
the Proverbs, the Miracles, the Apostles, 
etc. 








if Class Number Badges | 


$4944 


E at little silver pins, enameled in blue, | 
silver figures. 
EE them. 


Furnish the members of your class 
15 cents each ny class =| 














The Stamp System 


Beautiful tittle engraved certificates 
of attendance. Gummed and perfo- 
rated. Attached to handsome en- 
graved folders with dated spaces 

Stamps, 3 cents per roo. Folders, 
1 cent each, annual or quarterly 








novelty 


Scripture 
thing for boys 





The Golden Rule 


A most successful Sunday-school 
A perfect jointed foot-rule, 
finished in Gold, with appropriate 
quotations. Just the 


10 cts. each; $1.00 per dozen. 


HOME DEPARTMENT 
OUTFIT 


Everything needed to equip and 
maintain a Home Department of 50 
members, only $1.90, postpaid. 


blue or red. 
lege pins. 
people. 














Sunday-School Flag Pins 


Sterling silver, hard enamel finish, 
Same size and style as col- 
Very desirable for 


Thirty-five Cents Each. 


young 














